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Let me share with you what the EFCA believes about the return of Jesus Christ.

We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.

Today I want to remind you of how the Apostles of Jesus first learned about this.  We will be looking at the very end of the book of Luke and the beginning of the book of Acts.


Luke and Acts are really two parts of one book.  Luke records the life of Jesus, and Acts records the birth of the Church and the spread of the Gospel. 


I want us to look at the transition between the two.  

Introduction:


Luke 24:44-53 

    44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  


45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer  and rise from the dead on the third day,   47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name  to all nations,  beginning at Jerusalem.   48 You are witnesses of these things.  49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised;  but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.  51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.   52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
 
This end of Luke tells us several things.  Jesus ministry was a fulfillment of the word of God.  He was supposed to suffer, die and rise from the dead.  After that the gospel was to be preached – that all people should turn away from their sins, and turn to God for forgiveness.  The Apostles were witness to all of these things.  So after they received the Holy Spirit, it was their work to tell the whole world about Jesus.   Then Jesus left them.  The Rest of Jesus mission was now up to his followers.

Now turn with me to Acts 1-11
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach   2 until the day he was taken up to heaven,   after giving instructions  through the Holy Spirit to the apostles  he had chosen.   3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.   4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.   5 For John baptized with1water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  


6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 


7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.   8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 


10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11 “Men of Galilee,”  they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

This story establishes four important instructions for the church.  We can compare these four instructions to the sides of a square.  When we are inside that square we are where we should be.  We are like children playing in a playground – where it is fun and safe.  If we as the church stay inside these lines, we will be doing what we should be doing.
I.  Preach the Gospel – v. 3


After Jesus arose from the dead, he met with different individuals over the course of 40 days.   He spoke to them about God’s work in the world – what we call the Kingdom of God.


The Kingdom of God is wherever the Gospel is preached and people receive it.  The kingdom of God is already among us.  When you believe in Jesus, the Kingdom of God is within you.  When we live together as Christians, the kingdom of God is here among us.


So what is the Gospel we are to preach?  It is what Jesus spoke of at the end of Luke – 


“This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,   47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations

The Gospel we preach is about Jesus.  How we came to earth from heaven.  How he suffered and died for us.  How he was buried in the earth, but raised from the dead after three days.  This is what we preach.  When we put our trust in Jesus for our salvation, we immediately receive new life and the forgiveness of sins.


The first fence for the church is that we preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.  We do not preach about ourselves, or our church, or the pastor or the music leaders.   We do not talk about our good works in the world.  We tell people the story of Jesus.


If we give up on the gospel, we have given up on being the Church.


Each one of us, who have come to believe in Jesus are witnesses.  We witness wherever we live and work.  Together our church is a witness to Jesus.

GMCEFC is only truly a church if we are witnesses together for Jesus.

II. In the Power of the Holy Spirit – v. 4, 5, 8

Jesus was with the apostles, and so we can say that there was a church.  But Jesus was looking forward to a new situation. He wanted to see the day when the church was given birth by the Holy Spirit.


There has always been a community of believers – Adam and Eve walked with God, Cain and Able both offered sacrifices, Abraham, Moses, and all those down to Jesus met together in the temple or in the synagogue or in homes to tell the story of God.


But Jesus told them to wait until the promised Holy Spirit would come.  This would start something new.


It is like a man.  He is born and lives in the body.  Then later he believes and is born again through the Holy Spirit.  He is something new.


The church was already around in one sense.  But when the Holy Spirit came, the church was born again.  It became something new.


Read verse 4, 5.


4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.   5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

These men would be given the power to share the gospel.  Remember the Gospel is the first fence.  They would be able to do it because of the Holy Spirit.  Ministering through the Holy Spirit is the second fence.


Without the Gospel they were nothing.  With out the Holy Spirit they would have no power.  After the Holy Spirit came, which is recorded in Acts 2, they witnessed with Power and the church was born in an afternoon with 3000 members.  It has grown ever since.
III. Until Jesus Returns. – v. 6,7

The third fence is time.   We are living in the time between when Jesus came and won our salvation, and when he will return and bring our salvation to completion.


So we read:  Acts 1:6, 7


 6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 


7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.

The apostles were very curious about the future.  They wanted to know when Jesus would bring complete Salvation.  When they asked about the Kingdom being restored, they were asking about something huge.  They were wondering when the Day described in the bible would come.  On that Day, all wars would end.  On that day, all people would worship the true and living God.  On that day no one living to 100 years old would be considered old.  On that day weapons would be made into farm tools.  On that day wild animals would lie down with tame animals and no longer eat them.

When would that day come?


Jesus said, “It is not for you to know.”


It is not for us to know.  We know that we are in-between the first and second arrival of Jesus.  He arrived in Bethlehem as a baby the first time.  He rose to be a teacher and a savior.  He is in heaven, and he will return a second time.  Then he will destroy sin and death and establish his world of peace and love.


But he will not let us know.  We are to live in the in-between.


This is important.  If we decided that Jesus was coming tomorrow, we would all quite our jobs and have a party, and maybe call our friends for one last chance to get saved.  If we decided that Jesus was never coming, we would decide to get comfortable in this world, because it is the only one there is.


But Jesus is coming, we just don’t know when.  So we can’t quit our work, but we can get too comfortable.  


We are to be like the soldiers in Gideon’s army.  The only ones Gideon could use were those who knew to hold their weapons in one had as they drank from the spring with their other hand.  They are constantly ready.


We need to be constantly ready.
IV. This is our mission. V. 8


What do we need to be ready for?  We need to be ready because we are on a mission.


Read verse 8:

.   8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.


The fourth fence is the knowledge that we are on a mission.  It is not enough that we have the gospel.  It is also necessary that we have the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is necessary that we know that the time is short.  It is necessary that we know that Jesus has given US the mission of sharing the message.


I want to show you a funny story that is in our text.  Look again at verses 9-11.  After Jesus said these things to the Apostles, he began to rise up toward heaven.  Remember that he was in his resurrection body – which is why he should appear and seeming disappear.  He was also able to rise up – which is not something our bodies can do.  God raised Jesus up to heaven visibly so the disciples could understand that he had gone.


Now what happens next?  They stare upward to heaven.  I can just see it.  11 grown men, with their mouths wide open, staring into heaven.  What would you do if you saw someone you know float up into heaven?  You would watch to see what happened.  Maybe you would stare, looking to see where he went or if he was coming back.  We have the saying, “What goes up must come down.”


Then and angel comes.  “Men,” he says, “what are you doing?  Just as he left, he will turn – as he said,”


So now what?  These 11 men were those who Jesus taught and trained.  They had a mission to do.  They should not stand around looking up into heaven.  They needed to be on the mission.


Sometimes Christians get into arguments over when and how Jesus will return.  I believe that this passage tells us all that is really important. He who left will return.  He left visible, he will return visibly.  He did not say when he will return – as far as we know it could be at any time.


What are we supposed to do?


We are to preach the Gospel, in the power of the Holy Spirit, until Christ Returns.  This is our mission.
