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We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.

This is the 9th point in our Statement of Faith.  I read it to you because we have been looking at aspects of our future hope.  We learned so far that we have a mission to share the gospel, so we should not be standing around gazing into heaven.  We learned that the Lord wants us to invest our resources, rather than bury them and do nothing.  Now we will go to the Old Testament prophet Micah.  Here we see the principle in place that is in our Statement of Faith

“…The coming of Christ… our blessed hope, motivates the believer to godly ling, sacrificial service and energetic mission.”

The outline today is Past, Future and Present.  The Past History of Israel, the Future hope for Christ’s Kingdom and what we ought to be doing in the Present.


It is my belief that the promises of God for our future are not given to us so that we can speculate and argue over the details.  They are given to us to give us security in the present and vision for what our lives can accomplish in the present.

I.  Past – Micah 3


The book of Micah is divided into three sections.  Each of them contains a prophetic warning to the people, followed by a promise regarding the future of the people.  This is the triple pattern: Warning and Promise.


Chapters 3, 4 an 5 is the second section.  Chapter 3 is a warning to the leaders of the people that their corruption and lies will not be ignored by God.  Chapter 4 turns toward a future hope for Jerusalem and the Word, and Chapter 5 promises the King who will bring this about. 


The most well known verse in Micah is from chapter 5 – we read it as part of the Christmas Story:


“But you Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins will be from of old, from ancient times.”  Micah 5:2.

When the Magi came and asked where the King was to be born, the scribes know exactly where to turn.  However, it was only the foreign wise men who went to see Jesus, the scholars did not bother to make the trip.


I want to read for your Chapter 3.  This was Micah’s prophecy to his own time.  In he warns the religious leaders of their sins, he warns the false prophets about their lies and then describes the immediate future where Jerusalem will be reduced to a pile of rocks and scrub brush.

· Micah 4:1-4

· Micah 4:5-7

· Micah 4:8-12


So you see that Micah was not one to sugar coat his words.  The prospects for Judah were very grim.  God was going to judge the politicians and the religious leaders.  He was going to allow Jerusalem’s enemies to defeat and destroy the city.

What his chapter reminds us is that all people are subject to the Justice of God.  Those political leaders who are corrupt, or who seek out violence, or who take bribes, or who only promote themselves and their careers will one day find themselves before the Lord, their creator.  They will give account for how they took care of the stewardship of their government.


Those religious leaders will also have to answer for what they taught.  False prophets who refused to warn the people of their sins, and who offered soft and fuzzy promises of God’s love and protection will have to give answer.  Their job was to speak truth, and they fed the people lies.


The very city and nation, created by God, governed by David and his descendants, was to also be judged as a people.  


All people are under God – every man and woman will have to give an answer to God for their lives.


This is why the Gospel is good news – for we are told than when we receive Jesus by faith, when we make him our trust, when we rely on him, his promises and his sacrifice – the Lord will accept this answer – the Lord Jesus will say, “That is one of mine. His/Her name is in my book.”

II. The Future – Micah 4:1-5

This brings us to the future.  If the short term future is found in Micah 3:12, the long term future is in Micah 4:1.


Let’s read them tougher, and you will hear the contrast.


“Therefore, because of you,


Zion will be plowed like a field.


Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble


The temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets.”  3:12


Then:


“In the last days, 


The mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established


As chief among the mountains


It will be raised above the hills,


And peoples will stream to it.”   4:1

The chapter division shows the division in time, but remember that this is a unit.  The prophet speaks in one verse from the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, which took place in 586 B. C.  In the very next verse, he sees Jerusalem’s place in the Kingdom of God


We are able, in the light of the New Testament scripture, to identify that time as the Millennial Kingdom.  Revelation talks about 1000 years of peace.  This is yet in our future.  We are not in the Kingdom of God – for sin is still rampant on the earth.  And the Millennial kingdom is not heaven, for when it is described in the prophecies, it is not a place of eternally heavenly peace.


We hold to the Pre-Millennial view of the last days.  Millennial means “about the 1000 years.”  The “Pre-“ of Premillennial means that we believe that his golden age will come only when Jesus returns.  His return is Previous to the Millennium.

Now let’s look at what this kingdom is like in Micah 4:1-5


A.  Jerusalem will be exalted above the nations. V. 1,2  


The prophet speaks like a poet.  We do not expect the temple mount to become taller that Mount Everest.  He means that the temple mount will be elevated in the world’s estimation to this high position.


What happens to water on mountains?  It goes down.  I lived in the Pacific Northwest. I grew up looking at mountains.  I lived in Montana as well.  In every mountain that I have seen and on every mountain hike I have seen for myself that water goes down.   From the continental divide, the water flows in a long downward path either toward the Pacific or toward the Atlantic.  


The Prophet sees instead a stream of people.  He sees people from all the nations on the earth will flow like a stream to the house of God.  What will happen there?  That is a good question.


Micah tells us that it will be a place of instruction.  The nations will stream to Jerusalem to hear the Word of God.


“He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.


The law will go out from Zion,


The Word of the Lord from Jerusalem” 

People will go to Jerusalem for preaching and for bible study!  It will be like this, two friends will be talking in Gaborone, Botswana, and another two in Bangkok, Thailand, and others in Madison, Wisconsin.   One will say, “Friend, where are you going?”  And the answer will be “I am going to Jerusalem!”


B.  God will keep the peace.  V. 3,4


The people will go to God to find the insight they need to create peace.  Karl Marx said that religion is a drug, we need to turn to the progress of history and that alone will make peace.  Others look to many other places for peace, but it is in vain.  For in the world peace is rare and temporary.


When the nations come and are instructed in Jerusalem, then they will lean how to keep peace.  Then they will learn how to turn their swords into plows.  Instead of tearing in to the flesh of the enemy, they will cut the earth to receive seeds for growing food.


When the nations come to Jerusalem, they will be able then to close their war colleges and boot camps.  We can not do that now.  We must not do that now. For if nations do not property maintain peace, then the war criminals, the despots, the drug cartels, the slave traders and the violent will take control.  Our imperfect world would be far worse if we had no soldiers.


In that day what will we find for the ordinary person?


“Every man will sit under his own vine,


And under his own fig tree and no one will be afraid.

Vines and Figs are images of peace.  The reason it is not soybeans and wheat, is that those are annual crops. You could squeeze in a crop of soybeans between wars. However vines have to be cultivated over the years, with attention every season to pruning and upkeep.  Fig trees need to be cultivated for many years before they are truly productive.


So it will be that there will be extended peace so that everyone can grow in security.  They will not have to thresh their grain in Secret like Gideon did, who feared his enemies.  In that day, everyone will have long term crops that will feed them.  They will think nothing of waiting for the vines and trees to grow, because they are secure.


Some today do this, but the vision of Micah is for a world wide vine and fig tree movement.  Maybe it will be apple trees in Washington and Currant bushes in Wisconsin, but it will be the same peaceful conditions.


Would you like to live in such a kingdom?  I would.  So we ask, why did God move the prophet to tell us this future?

III. Present –

Our Statement of faith says that the blessed hope we have should have an impact today in what we do now.  If it does not something is wrong.  


I head it best summarized recently by a preacher named Larry Osborne.  He held up the bible and said:  “Have you ever read the end of this book?  It tells you who is going to win!”


We know who is going to win.  It is not the terrorists. It is not the war mongers. It is not the polluters.  It is not any of the scary groups that are out there, or that you hear of on the news.  It is not any political party that will win.  


The Lord himself wins.  “on that day they will beat their swords into plows.”  And “on that day, ever man will sit beneath his vine and fig tree.”


So lets review the points of the Future home as to how they effect today.


A. Jerusalem will be exalted.  We are not speaking of the present day government of the nation Israel – God has a plan for Jerusalem and for the Jewish people. However it is not the same as what Israel does today.


No, what we need to see today is that there are people who’s destiny, and whose deepest longing will be fulfilled with they come to the House of the Lord.  Zion is where god dwells, but until THAT day comes, he dwells wherever his people gather for prayer  and service.


Today, we should expect to see the nations coming to hear the word of God.  Today, we do see that.  In every continent the church of Christ is growing, except perhaps in Western Europe – though that long decline may be reversing itself.


Today we should expect people to be glad to hear the word of God well taught, by men and women who live as well as speak the word.


B. God will keep the peace.  We know there is a personal spiritual peace that God give to us.  but I believe there is more for us to think about.  


When you hear fearful things said about how Marxism, Secularism, Radical Islam, New Age spirituality or some other influence is taking over and crowding out the word of God, remember who it is who wins!  We do not have to fear these things.  The challenge is real, and we should face them, but God is the one who wins.


Turn to verse 5: This is how Micah summarizes what we should do in our time.


“All the nations may walk in the names of their gods;

We will walk in the name of the Lord our God, forever and ever.”


To walk in the name means more than saying or wearing the name of God or of Jesus Christ. It means more than carrying the name “Christian”.


To walk in the name of the Lord our God means that we live today and every day, according to what we know is true about God:


God is Just – we live justly


God is merciful – we practice mercy.


God will win – we live with confidence


God welcomes sinners – we should welcome all people to join is as we stream to the House of God.

