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This is a Story Telling Sermon. I have moved up here to this comfortable stool, and I will read to you from the Gospel of Matthew starting in Chapter 24.  The only words on the power point will be on the first and last slide.  I want you to listen to Jesus words as he spoke to the disciples about our Hope in the Restoration of God’s Kingdom.


In Chapter 24 they asked Jesus when the Kingdom would come and what would be the sings.  He then told them many things that would happen, but he said over and over, “these are not the end, but the beginning of the End.


After that teaching he gave a series of 7 Parables about the End.  Today we will look at 5 – for briefly and one with a bit more attention.  


This message is called “Waiting” but it is subtitled “Four Disasters and a Wedding”.

I. Four Disasters
36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.   For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,  up to the day Noah entered the ark;  and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  

So as to be very clear – no one knows when the Kingdom of Christ will come.  Jesus said that the angels do not know, he did not know, and only the Father in Heaven knows.  


So are we smarter than the Apostles today, so we can know what they did not know?  Are there secrets in the Bible or are the present day prophets who can tell us the day – or at least the year?  The answer is NO.  The whole point of Jesus teaching is that the Kingdom will come but that it could be at any time – it could be now, or it could be long into the future.  And we need to be prepared for either.


See how they were not prepared in the days of Noah.  There was Noah, building a boat on land for decades.  People asked him what he was doing – the tool and lumber yard were glad for the business.  


But Noah is called a preacher of Righteousness – he warned them.  Even so they were unprepared.


So Jesus said that it will be like that.  The kingdom of God, long predicted will come unexpectedly.  To those who are inside the Ark, it will bring them to a new world.  To those who are outside it will bring death.


Do you want to know when it will come? It will come when we don’t expect it.  So right there I have saved you some money.  You can quit buying books that predict the end of the world.  They are all wrong – spend your time on something else!
40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.  41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.     42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.   

This second picture is different from the first in one way.  Noah’s Flood was a one time occurrence.  God promised afterward to never allow anything as tragic as that to happen to the earth.  So whether that was a world wide flood or a regional flood – both readings are possible from the text of Genesis, no flood today will ever be as bad as that.


But here we see two men working at a mill.  One stone is on top of anther and the women worked in pairs, on would pull the handle toward her, then the other would pull it back, and so they ground the grain.  This happened every day in jess world. It still happens today as you can see by the picture.


And the two men are working in the field.  Since people settled in farms, and towns, there have been farmers.  Nothing is more predictable than that.


But in the middle of these every day activities, the Kingdom of God will come.  And even though the two women and the two men look alike, one will be taken and one will be left.


So then, we need to be ready, to be on watch, so that we are not caught by surprise.  Who will be surprised?  Won’t the believers say, “So it’s now!  I have been waiting  for this.”  The unbeliever will say, “What is going on here?  Why didn’t I know this was going to happen?”
43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 


This Third story is about a thief.  My sister sometimes rents a room from a friend who has a house in Rosarito, Mexico, which is near Tijuana.  Recently thieves have pulled over their cars from the nearby road, climbed over the gates and fences and broken into the houses and taken what they can.  It is easy pickings because so many Americans are only there on the weekends.  So my sister’s friend hired a handyman to live in a little apartment they set up for him in their garage – he loves it because it is a better room than he has at home.  His job is to scare off the thieves.


Thieves do not give appointments.  If they did the homeowner would lay in wait with policemen and catch the crook.  They sneak in when we don’t expect.


Jesus will come like that – exactly when we do not expect.  He will be like a thief in the night.  So you better be watching all the time.
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?  46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.    47 I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.    48 But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards.   50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.  51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

This fourth story is about someone who was certain that the Lord was far away.  He was the boss over the Lord’s estate and all its workers.  His job was to keep things running well, to care for the workers and to make sure they did their work.  Instead, he took his clue from the fact that the Owner was away and he was the boss.


So he abused his workers, and then he partied like a fraternity boy.  Why not? He thought, because the owner is far off and won’t be back for a long time.


The master comes home, unexpectedly.  He finds his steward drunk and he finds the work undone and the workers frustrated.  He shows no mercy at all to his former employer.


What do these four stories have in common?

First, they are all disasters.  Noah’s flood, workers who fail to enter the kingdom, a house that is broken into and a bad boss that get’s his comeuppance.

Second, the Kingdom of God will come unexpectedly.  Can you repeat them with me?  The kingdom of God will come unexpectedly.  We will the Lord return?  We don’t’ know because (repeat with me) the kingdom of God will come unexpectedly.
II. And One Wedding


We will linger a bit at this next parable – so we can ask what it means to be prepared.

1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like  ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.    2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise.   3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.  4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  


6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 


7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 
 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ j  


9 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 


10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet.   And the door was shut. 

11 “Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’ 


12 “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’  


13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour

The story turns on the unexpectedness of the wedding.  In our time, we have advanced notice of the exact time of a wedding and a reception – so within 5 or 10 minutes of the listed time we know when it will happen.  These wedding attendants had the job of being ready for the bridal procession.  The groom with his bride would proceed from the bride’s parents house – after all the bridal negotiations had been completed and the ceremony was complete.  Then, whenever that was, these 10 girls were to carry their torches or oil lamps to light the way.


But there was a delay. Not one of 5 or 10 minutes, but of hours.  What caused it is not explained.  The only important thing is that their job was to wait for the Bridegroom and have torches ready.  After a time they all fell asleep.  Then a little later someone shouted loudly, “Here he is!  Get Ready.’


Half of the girls had foresight enough to bring extra oil.  They had seen this before – weddings in the Middle East are never on time.  So they said, “what if I run low on oil?  Ok, I will bring extra.”  The other half did not think about what could happen, and as a result they were shut out of the wedding.  Off they went to the Ace Hardware story, and in the mean time the procession came and went and the party started and they did not get in.


In addition to unexpectedness there are two clear points to this parable.

1. You need a quick response plan.  The wise girls, who were napping, were prepared – so that they could reload their oil, light their lamps and get in line.  The foolish girls were not read.


The kingdom of God could happen now or in 5 minutes from now.  Are you ready right now?  Or do you plan, at the end of your life, or if World War III breaks out to start reading your bible and going to church.  No, you need to be ready  so that when the shout goes out, you are ready.
2.  You need an endurance plan.  The wise girls were prepared for a delay.  So are you prepared for a long delay in the Kingdom of God.  It has been now about 1980 years since Jesus was teaching these things.  That is a LONG wait. 


This is why we all need to be getting spiritual food.  Maybe you think, “I had such a great experience when I got saved,” or “I had such a great time in my college group, youth group, camping group, that I can live on that for a lifetime.


Think again.  You need to plan for gaining spiritual nourishment for a life time – you can only eat so much at once, so you need to keep gaining that – have a plan to pray, to read the bible, to memorize scripture, to be in fellowship with other believers.


Maybe you think, “well really, I do have it all worked out”  Think again.  Life changes. You change.  Everything changes.  Who thought 30 years ago that almost no churches would have choirs and organs?  Who thought 30 years ago that you would read Spanish in the grocery store?  Who thought 30 years ago that we would be walking around with Dick Tracy like video phones?  Who thought at 40 that they might have knee surgery at 75?

We need to be prepared for endurance.  I know Pastor Rom said he would be the Pastor at Bethany when the Lord returned.  I admire his enthusiasm, but he was not correct.  I read Harry Ironside  who wrote in 1920 that the League of Nations was going to lead to world government – just as Hal Lindsey has said about the United Nations.  Well, maybe so, or maybe not!


The kingdom of God will come unexpectedly.


Are you Ready to meet him?


The kingdom of God will come unexpectedly,


Be Prepared to Wait.

