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June 20, 2010

Matthew 25:14-30

Intro: Read “Acme”


That is an updated version of a story Jesus told.  It is about what we are going to do with the resources that God has put in our care.  The truth is that God has given to each of us priceless spiritual treasures, and in addition, we have other material resources.  The question was for the Acme children the same as it is for us – what will we do with what has been entrusted to us.

Read: Mt 25:14-30

I want to make four simple observations about this story.

1.  It is His Property. V. 14


In Jesus story, the man who left on a journey put his three servant in charge of is money until he returned.  What is important to see is that he did not give it to them, but he gave it to them to use.  When he returned, what he gave them, plus the profit all belonged to him.


This is how we need to look at our lives.  What we own, we only own as care takers.  The bible makes this clear in a variety of ways.

     The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof,

        the world and those who dwell therein,   Psalm 24:1


The Lord owns the earth, its fullness and he owns all the people.  He made it all; he made us.


When the Land was given to the children of Israel, it was given as a trust.  Each family got a portion of Land that was to be kept and worked and cared for.  If the land was sold to pay a debt, it had to be returned on the year of Jubilee.


So our material possessions belong to God.  It is his world that we can enjoy, or abuse.  It is his soil that where we grow our tomatoes and rhubarb, or where we deplete so it is unusable.


So also our spiritual possessions belong to God.  Everything that you have that is a spiritual benefit was a gift from God.  The Bible tells us that there is no truly good thing inside of us – because of the brokenness we call sin.  All that is good in us is by his gracious work of salvation.  And with salvation there is a cluster of gifts and privileges that we receive.


I am planning a Fall sermon series called “Free Stuff” that will discuss just that, all the free things God has given us through Jesus.


So whatever we think of that we possess – it really belongs to God.

II.  A Talent is not just a Talent – v. 15


In Jesus story, each of three servants is given a “talent”.  It is unfortunate that this word, which indicates a weight, sounds like our English word for Talent.  When we read this parable, we should not limit the idea of Talent to the English word Talent.   


A Talent is not just a talent.  A talent, in this story, is whatever it is that God has entrusted to you.  It includes whatever talents you may have, but it also includes everything else.


A talent is not just a talent it is also

· All your spiritual resources

· All your material resources

· All your natural talents

· All our professional and vocational abilities

· Your ability to work

· Your ability to pray

· Your ability to think, plan and do.


We do not share equally.  Each of us has been given a different collection of gifts and abilities.  This varies according to God’s wisdom.  The Master gave 5, 2 and 1 talent depending on the ability of the servant.  In the same way God has given you your “talent” based on your ability.


Do you know what your assets are?  If you have a financial planner, they will start by discovering what are your assets and liabilities, what are your goals   and what your risk tolerance is.  Then they make a plan


We need to do this for our lives.  Have you ever listed your assets?  Take a sheet of paper and start listing – at first just list whatever comes to mind, don’t worry about neatness. Get it all on the page, and then start to talk to the Lord about how you can use these assets for his purposes.

III. Faith is an action of trusting.


In this parable, the first and second servants are rewarded.  The master calls them good and faithful servants.  They were faithful because they showed faith. 


Faith is believing what you can not see.  If you invest your money, it is based on faith, because you do not see the future.


When you trust in God, you invest your life in Him whom you can not see.  You trust his promises, but promises are about the future, not the present.


When you trust in Jesus for Salvation, you are acting on what you do not see.


Faith is an action of trusting.  When I put my foot on the next rung of a ladder, I am acting in faith.  When I get in a car, I trust the driver.  When it get on an airplane, or when I go to the doctor, or take my car to the mechanic, I am acting in trust.

The two servants who were rewarded, took the risk of investment, and won a reward.  They showed their faith by their actions.  The third servant was fearful.  He could not even trust a banker, but buried his money in the ground.  He had no faith, and he had no benefit.


I do not believe that the master took his talent and gave it to the others because they had succeeded. It is because they acted and he was too afraid to act.


So with the talents that God has given you, how have you acted in faith?  Are you thinking that god has given you a certain spiritual gift…but you are afraid to use it.   


You need to act if faith, that god who gate you that gift, will want you to use it.

IV. God looks for faith, not for success.


I think we can get intimidated by the first two servants.  They both doubled their talents.  100% profit is hard to do.  Usually the greater the potential profit, the greater the potential risk.  If you put your money in the bank, it is safe but it makes ½ of 1% interest.  It will take 140 years for that to double!  If you put it in bonds, it might earn 3 or 4 % that will double in 15 years.  If you put it in real estate that could double in 10 years, or it could drop in value.  If you put it the lottery, you would win big, but most likely you will loose big.


Look at what the master said to the first and second servant: “well done good and faithful servant, you been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.”


He does not say, “Those are great profit margins!”  Rather he commends their faith.


Will you act in faith with what God has given you?


There is an announcement in Today’s bulletin.  The leadership board has been discussing a lot of things about our property here at 301 Riverside Drive.  This is an asset that God has entrusted to Bethany Church.  Over the years, we have been faithful and we have see churches planted: Door Creek, Blackhawk, Nueva Vida, and Greater Madison Chinese EFC.  We have sent workers into the field: Sam and Sharon Mall, Cephas and Ruth Yandila, Adam Tippery and others.


We will be presenting information on July 18 in the service and with a handout for all of us.  We will ask you to read and pray about it.  We will have a follow up meeting on August 22.  That will be to discuss what has been presented, but not to decide.   We will call for 40 days of payer after that, and see the Lords wisdom and direction.  


So mark your calendar.

