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Every person alive stands before a divide in the road ahead of them.  On one side of the divide is the way of life.  We hold that the Lord came from heaven to earth, to create this way.  Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and the life."


On the other side of the divide as another path.  It heads away from life.  It travels away from God our creator and redeemer.   It is the road that every person is on, and its end is death.  


Knowing about this divide changes everything.  First, that you choose right direction.  Second, that we direct people toward the right way.


Our culture tells us that both paths are good.  Indeed, it tells us that all paths are good and lead to God or to serenity or to peace.


All of us have seen that all paths are not peaceful.  We have been persuaded to turn from death to life.


We have some work to do, to explain and to invite others to take the way of Christ.  You and I stand at this divide. Our mission is to let a person know where the path is that leads to life.


Read 2 Cor 5:11-21

I.  Two Motives


There are two motives.  They seem to be contradictory.  Some have rejected one of the other of them, but they find themselves imbalanced.  We need to accept both motives, which are The Fear of the Lord and The Love of Christ.


Paul wrote: "Knowing The Fear of the Lord we persuade others..."  So this is the first of the two motives for our mission:  the fear of the Lord.


Now we need to think about this word.  WE know that it says "perfect love casts out fear" and we know that "having been justified by faith, we have peace with God."   So if we have no fear and we have peace with god, why does fear appear?


The phrase "the fear of the Lord" is not what it first sounds like to our ears.  It sounds like we are afraid of God.  But as I have said, the child of God should not live in fear.  IF you are always in fear for your Salvation, or if you are always uncertain of God's love for you, something is wrong.  WE should have confidence, not because of who we are, but because of what Christ Jesus has done for us.


We need to know that this phrase is frequently used in the bible, both the Old and New Testament.  The best English word is "reverence".  The world "respect" also fits.


We need to respect that God will be the judge of all people - and that life and death hang in the balance.  God has given his love, but not all will receive his love.  Those who are not willing to receive his Mercy will experience his wrath.


We as children of God will also come before the Lord to receive a report card.  It will not be whether we are in heaven or not.  It will be a report card about the results of our lives.  Did we develop maturity?  Are your lives fruitful?  Do we look more like Jesus than when we began?  What did we do with the resources God gave us?  Did we warn the lost of their danger?


One motive is that we respect and revere God in our hearts.


Paul also wrote, "For the love of Christ constrains me."  This is explained in the words of verse 14 and 15.  There are six lines here, as I read it, that look like a poem, a creed or a hymn.  Let’s consider what they say:

one died for all, 

and therefore all died. 

And he died for all, 

that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves 

but for him who died for them and was raised again. 


One died for all, therefore all died.  This refers to the work of Christ.  Jesus died for all people.  His death was the penalty paid for our sins.  Everyone who hears the message can receive it by faith and thus receive the benefit of Jesus death.  Yet he describes the benefit in an unusual way.  He died therefore all died.  What this means is that the penalty for sin is death.  We all owed our lives for our sins.  So Jesus death counts for all who receive him.  We in that sense have died - Christ's death is our death.  


He died for all that those who live should no longer live for themselves, for him who died for them and was raised again.  This refers to the effect of Christ.  The death of Christ paid the penalty.  The death of Christ also put a death to selfish living.  The true nature of sin is to be self sufficient.  When we receive Christ, we have an invitation to live for Him, and not for ourselves.


So the second motive for our mission is the Love of Christ.

II. Two Creations - v. 16-17


We speak of the New Birth.  We say, "I have been born again."  Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about this idea.  He thought literally and that it was impossible for a grown man to re-enter the womb and be born again.  Physically, this is true. However, Jesus spoke of a spiritual rebirth.


We are born first as a physical and spiritual person, into a broken world.  We are born as sinners, who have not yet had a chance to sin.   We need a re- birth.  When we belong to Christ we are born again.  This is explained in verse 17. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 


Some things are add-ons, and some things change everything.  If a man gains a baseball cap, that is an add-on.  He is the same man, only with a new hat.  If a man gains a wife, that is a life changing event.


The Gospel is a life changing event.  We do not acquire salvation and wear it like a baseball cap.  We are not the same as we were, with a new hat only.  We do not think the same way as before; when we meet the Lord Jesus it changes our lives.

So it says, "From now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view."  He says that he used to see Jesus in that way.  One can see Jesus as a man born in a small province in the Middle East. Or you can look at him as so much bone, muscle and blood.  Of you can see him as a Jew or a Carpenter.  But we have come to see Jesus as Christ, the son of God.


When we view other people around us, we need to see them as part of one or another creation.  Everyone is born into the first creation.  A person is made up of body, soul and spirit.  We get life from conception and hold it until death.  This is the first creation.  When we are in the world we are in the first creation.


However, when we are "in Christ”, everything has changed. This is stated in v. 17   Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!   


You are a new creation!  Do you think of yourself as a new creation?  Do not make the mistake of thinking that you are the person you were born as.  You are new in Christ.   So you do not wear a Jesus baseball hat on your head and think that is all that is different.  You wear the Lord Jesus in your heart, he is in your mind, he is what fills your vision for life, he is the rock under your feet, the path in front of you, and he is your guide and companion.  Everything has changed.


So this totally changes how we look at other people.  We want to know if they are first or second creation.  If they have not met Jesus and received him by faith, they are first creation.  They remain only what they were at birth plus their own experiences.  If they have come to repent and believe, they are new creations.  Now God lives in their hearts, the Holy Spirit gives live to their spirit, they are changed.


So there are two nations within every city or nation where we live.  There are first creation people and second creation people.  From the outside we all look about the same.  Age, gender, race, money, intelligence, and all these factors will be the same for one group as the other.  The difference is Christ.

III. What do we say - v.18-21


Now what Paul says is that God has made us Ambassadors.  We are from the New Creation.  We however live in and among the First Creation.  Why are we here?  The Lord could have chosen to remove us from here and put us into the new creation.  He did not do that.


We await the New Creation at the end of history.  Revelation chapter 21 and 22 describe for us, in pectoral language, what this new Creation will look like.  It will not be just heaven, it will be a totally renewed Heaven and Earth.  That is our eventual home, but for now we are here.


Why are we here?  We are here to be ambassadors.  Ambassadors are citizens of one country who live in another country.  The United States Ambassador to China has the job of communication the messages of the United States government to the government of China.  He or she also has the job of explaining American ways to Chinese citizens. And learning how to explain Chinese ways to American citizens.  Ambassadors live in between the two countries.


We are in-between the New Creation and the First Creation.  God has places us where to be his messengers.  What is our message?  It is all about reconciliation.


The condition of the first creation is that it is divided from God.  Sin has created a division.  It is an uncross able division like the border between two countries who are at war.  The line might look thin on the map, but it is uncross able.


God has sent Christ to "reconcile" all things to God.  When we are in the New Creation we have had our sins forgiven, and we are no longer divided and separated from God.


So our message is quite simple:  v. 20 - We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.


Our message to the world, what I am calling the first creation is this: Be Reconciled to God!"  We bring an invitation to come back to the Lord and to no longer be citizens of a nation at war with God.  We can cross the line and become citizens of the new creation.

How is this done?  I think this passage we are in today is filled with poetry.  I think verse 14 and 15 is a poem or a hymn.  I think verse 21 is another.  To preach this passage is to preach God's own poetry.  To read this passage is to read God's poetry.  IF we could sing these words, they would be a concert of Grace.


How can we preach reconciliation?

God made him who had no sin

 to be sin for us, 

so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.


God made him who had no sin to be sin for us.  This is the power of the Gospel.  It is our sins that made us citizens of a nation at war with God.  Our sins make us rebels and traitors to the Creator.  The penalty for traitors, even in the 21st century, is death.  God transferred this guilt onto Jesus.  For our benefit, Jesus took possession of our sins.  Just as you can send money from your bank account to another account, our sins were transferred to Jesus.


Jesus at his crucifixion was declared to be not guilty by his judge.  However, he bore the penalty of death. He took our death sentence.


The reason is what then happened.  "So that in him we might become the righteousness of God."  Whenever a sinner from the first creation cries out to God for mercy, God listens.  Whenever a sinner from the first creation expresses sorrow for their sin, God hears.   Whenever a sinner form the first creation asks to be forgiven and to be forgiven, and to be welcomed into the new creation in Christ, God listens.  So then there is a second transfer.  The righteousness of Christ is transferred to our account.

This is the core of the gospel.  We can send our debt to Christ and he sends his riches to us.  He gets our sin; we get his life.  .


As ambassadors, we stand at the crossroad.  People are walking a path which divides between life and death.  Our mission is to let people know that they are welcome to receive the new creation, the forgiveness of sins, and the righteousness of Christ.

There are two motives: The fear of the Lord and the Love of Christ.

There are two creations: The old and the new creation.

There is a message:  "Be reconciled to God."
God made him who knew no sin, to be sin for usThat we might become the righteousness of God.”
