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The Bible tells the biggest story of all.  It tells about everything from the Creation of the world to the Creation of a New World in the future.  It tells us about the terrible cost of sin.  It tells us how Jesus came to pay that cost for us.


When the world was wrapped up in spiritual darkness, God started his plan to save the world.  This is a very unusual plan.  If the President of the Unites States wants to save a country, he raises an army.  If he wants to save beaches from spilled oil, he calls on an army of workers and volunteers.


The Lord sent one person.  He sent this person as a baby, born to an ordinary couple who had to work for a living – they were not rich.  This one person lived in a small town and worked with his hands for 30 years.  Then he began to preach, heal the sick with a word of prayer, and gather followers.  He was betrayed, killed and buried.  


His followers thought that his plan to save the world was over, until he was raised from the dead.  Then he re-gathered his 11 closest followers and prepared them to continue his plan to save the world.


In 33 years 1 man became 11 men.  Today this number is in the millions.  There are men and women all over the world that are part of this plan to save the world.


When Jesus was preparing to leave this world, he gave instructions to those 11 men.  We need to look at those instructions today.  We need to ask, what our part is in this plan to save the world.

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.   17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,   baptizing them in  the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,    20 and teaching   them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”         Matthew 18:16-20

I.  Make Disciples – 


This command to the 11 is called the Great Commission.  In it, Jesus spoke to the 11 men he had developed to be leaders.  He told them what their job was to be.


They were to make disciples.  


What is a disciple of Jesus?  Let me give you a definition:  

“Disciples are those who hear, understand and obey Jesus teaching.”



When you read verses 19 and 20 you find 4 actions:  Going, Making Disciples, Baptizing and Teaching.  In the original language, the main word is “Making Disciples”.  Jesus gave to the 11 the work of Making Disciples.


The other parts: going, baptizing and teaching are the parts of what it means to make disciples.


Here is how it works.


Going:  Those who are followers of Jesus have to go to places where those who are not followers of Jesus can hear the Gospel.  Jesus sent the 11 into the world to speak the Gospel.  


Before this instruction, Jesus had already showed them how to preach and teach – and he had already sent them out to practice giving the message to all the small towns in that area.


Now he says they are to Go.

There came a time later when there was a beautiful church family in Jerusalem.  They loved their community so much that they did not want to go.  Everyone stayed in Jerusalem.  Eventually there was a persecution, and they had to leave.  Wherever the people went they shared the Gospel, and other people began to follow Jesus and other church families got started.


So we have to go with the message.


Baptizing:  Christians can argue over baptism.  How much water should we use? How old should the person be?


Look at what Jesus said, “Baptize them into the name of the Father, the son and the Holy Spirit.”  Do you see he is not talking about water?  The water we use when we baptize someone is a symbol.  When a person is put into the water, it is the same as how we are put into the new life that comes from God.  We are baptized, by God’s power, into a new life with God the Father, son and Holy Spirit.


So we need to call people to make a decision to follow Jesus.  We need to call people to trust in the Lord.  We need to invite them to tell the Lord that they are sinners who need God’s forgiveness and the life of Christ.


When a person repents from sin and believes in Jesus – a new Christian is born.  And now that new Christian is also on the same mission.


Jesus did not rescue the entire world by himself – he sent the 11.  The 11 did not do it all by themselves, they went and brought others to Jesus.  And then all those people talked to other people and they talked to more.  Finally we are here today because there ahs been a chain built from Jesus to use – each person who heard, received and shared the message is a link in that chain.  And now we are to call people to believe.

Teaching:  Now Jesus added something very important.  It is not his idea that when a person becomes a Christian, that the work is done.  Jesus said,

“teach them to keep all that I have commanded you.”


So when we hear and receive the Gospel and are baptized into new life with God, we are not done.  After than comes a life time of learning a new way of living.


Jesus did not come to give people tickets to heaven and then to leave them the way they were.  Jesus came to make new members of God’s family, with an eternal home in heaven, but also with a new way of living.


Suppose I was invited to become a member of Sida and Limmone’s family.  Now they have their way of doing things.  They like to eat certain foods.  They like their music.  Would I come as a new Khounphaysane and think that I would not act like a Khounphaysane?  


God has welcomed you into his family.  Do you think that you can live like you used to?  No, you need to learn how to live as a member of Jesus family.


So we are teach people to understand and to do all the things that Jesus taught.


That is a lot:  Jesus taught lessons.  He wants us to know and follow all that he taught – “love one another; forgive one another; turn the other cheek; pray for your enemies; and so forth.  He also showed us in his life what it means to love our neighbor.  He showed us in his life what it means to serve and give.  He taught us to respect all of Gods word – so we need to keep the New Testament that ells about Jesus and we need to know the Old Testament, which Jesus knew and taught.


So we Go, we preach the gospel with a call to receive Jesus and be baptized, and we teach the new believers to understand and follow the ways of Jesus
How are we to do all of that?

II. In Jesus’ authority and power.

This command is wrapped up like a sandwich.  If you make a peanut butter sandwich, there is bread above and below.

Jesus put something above and below his command.

Above:  


Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”


Do you remember that this is God’s plan to save the world?  It is not our plan, but God’s plan.  So the authority we have to share the gospel is not from us, it is from God. 


We do not share the Gospel because we are better or smarter than others.  We are just like everyone else.  We share the Gospel because we are given this task by Jesus.  

Power: 


Jesus said, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

So How are we going to be able to do this?  It is God’s plan to save the world.  It will be done in his power.


Do you feel small?  The plan started with 1 and then with 11.  So you all by yourself are 1 and together we are more than 11.


Do you feel like you do not have the power to do it?  But it is not us – it is the power of Jesus and he promises to be with us on this mission.


What about living in a post-Christian, post-modern, scientific and secular world? 



Did Jesus say he would only be with us until 1850 or 1975 or the year 2000?  He said he would be with us to the end of the age - 
