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Today I begin a new sermon series.  I will be speaking on the beginning of the book of Ephesians.  The twelve verses from verse 3 to verse 14 are all one sentence in the original language of the New Testament.  So I will be preaching for three months on one Sentence!  


This sentence is the opening of the book of Ephesians, and it praises God for some of the many gifts that God gives to us.  This sentence can be compared to a jewelry box – most ladies have a jewelry box filled with different pieces of jewelry.  

So we will take out each jewel and examine it.  We will also learn how we can take these jewels and wear them.  A lady would get no benefit from earrings that stay in the jewelry box.  A Christian gets no benefit from these gifts of God, until she or he used these gifts.


Today our verse is Ephesians 1:3

    Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places… 

  
I am calling this sermon series “Free Stuff”.  That is because these gifts are FREE.  God gives them to us.  We do not have to earn them or pay for them.


You will find in the bulletin a sheet with this passage.  I would like to encourage you to memorize this passage – it would only be one verse every week.  You can use the version I left for you, or you can memorize in your own bible. 


Today I have three points to make.

I.  We Speak but God Acts.


The first word of this verse is “Blessed” or “Praise.”  Our response to the gifts that God give us should be joy filled praise of God.  In fact, if you do not praise God for these things we will be talking about, then you must not understand it.


If I gave you $100 you would be immediately happy.  These gifts are worth more than many $100 bills!


Greek is the language of the New Testament.  In Greek the same word is used for praise and bless.  Verse 3 says that we bless God because he has blessed us with every blessing.


In English we use two words.  We say that we praise God because God has blessed us.  I think Lao uses two words also. 


I began to wonder why this is important.   What the bible says is that God “Blesses” us by giving us the gifts of salvation.  We do not give anything for those gifts.  We do not pay for them.  All we can do is offer words of praise, and live a life of praise to God.


In other words – God’s blessing is a gift and our blessing is a word.


God’s words and our words are different.  When we use words they can be meaningless or they can be lies.  They can be incorrect.


God’s words are always meaningful.  His words are always true.  He is never wrong.  God’s words are also actions.  


Do you know how God created the world?  Did he get a hammer and a shovel?  No, he spoke.  “God said, ‘let there be light’…..God said, ‘let there be sky” and “let the waters separate’ and “Let us make man in our own image.”


God blesses us, and his word is an action.  His promises are true.  What he has said that he has given us has already been given to us.


Our only response can be to Praise him with our words and with our lives.  
II. Who has blessed us....

The second important idea is contained in the phrase “…who has blessed us.”  What you can see by this, is that God has already acted.  This verse in not talking about something that God might do in the future.  This verse is about something that God has already done.


Do you remember the jewelry box?  Let’s suppose a man or a lady is looking in the window of a jewelry story.  There is a beautiful ring there.  But that ring is not theirs. It belongs to the store.  Unless they can pay the price, they can not have it.


But when you look in your jewelry box, you are looking at something that you already own.  You can use any of the pieces because you already own them.


The blessings that are described in these 12 verses are already given to us.  We are not looking at things that we can only hope to own if we are rich.  We are already owners of these blessings.


When did this happen?  This is because of the Gospel.  We were all dead in sin.  We were all slaves to death.  Jesus came to earth and he paid the price for all of these gifts.  His death on the cross, and the separation from God that he experienced when he was on the cross, was the payment.


So when you accept Jesus as Savior, you receive these gifts.


Do you know if you have received Jesus?  Yes?  You remember the day or the time that you prayed for God to save you and forgive you and make you his child?  At that moment, God gave you all the gifts we will be studying.


Are you unsure?  Here, let me remind you of the Good News.  Because we are trapped by sin and death, Jesus came to earth.  His death paid for our sins.  His resurrection showed his power over death.  


If you want to receive salvation here is what you do.  Pray to God, and admit that you need salvation, admit that you are a sinner trapped by sin and death.  Ask the Lord to forgive your sins and to give you the gift of salvation in Jesus name.  And if you pray this with your words and believe it with your heart, you will be saved.  


If fact, you have my permission to quit listening to the sermon, and pray this prayer silently right where you are today.  And if you do, come and talk to me or to another mature Christian after church.

III.  “with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.”

God does not bless us in bits and pieces.  He does not cut up salvation like a pie and give you only one piece.  He gives to you the whole pie!


The blessing of God is a complete gift.  

We can look at it as the individual parts, such as adoption, grace, forgiveness, wisdom, and so forth.  We will look at all of these over the next three months.

But all of these gifts come together.  We get all of them all at once.


If you are born again, then you own these blessings.  The verse says three things about this blessing


They are “in Christ”.  When we receive salvation we are united to Jesus.  We are “in Christ.”  So all of these gifts belong to us from the moment we believe.


They are “every spiritual blessing”.  God gives us all that we could possible need to live a joyful life.  He does not give more to one person than to another.  All the gifts of salvation belong to all of us.


Sometimes we live like we are poor.  We do not use the blessings of God, or we forget that we are forgiven or that God has given to us the Holy spirit.  Or we do not give time in our life to God – because we are so busy working or playing or talking on our cell phones.  


They are “in the heavenly places.”  This is an unusual expression.  Does it mean that God gives us these gifts but they are kept in heaven for us to enjoy when we die?  No!


I ask you, where is Jesus today? Look down to verse  20 t0 23.

    ….he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, [21] far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. [22] And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, [23] which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

    
Jesus went to be with the Father. From heaven he has all power and all authority.  But Jesus is also in our hearts – he is able to apply the gifts of salvation to us down here in the world, because he lives in us.  


 Today we have these gifts.  I encourage you to learn these verses. I encourage you to realize how rich you already are.  Do not any longer live in spiritual poverty, because you are already spiritually rich!

