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Ephesians 1:4
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Last Sunday I started a sermon series called FREE STUFF because the gifts listed in Ephesians 1:31-4 are free to us; Jesus paid it all.  We pay nothing.  
I will preach on this one long biblical sentence for three months.  That will give all of us time to learn these verses.  It will give us all time to learn their importance.  If you were not here last week, there are extra copies of a handout with these verses.  Consider if you will accept the challenge of memorizing these verses as we study them each week.

I have placed some pieces of wood on the communion table.  Each of them is interesting and has potential.  This is a piece of the plum tree that was in my back yard as a kid. I used to climb in it.  Mom used to make plum jam and plum cobbler from that tree.  This is a piece of pepper tree, from where Jerry was raised in Napa, California.  We trimmed this branch and I thought that this could be made into something interesting – maybe a pepper grinder.  This is a piece of coffee wood – I like coffee and thought that maybe it could be made into something.  This is a piece of the curly willow form my front yard.  It looks cool and seems to want to be a walking stick.  I have more pieces of wood in my basement.  In wood carving we call them UFOs – Un Finished Objects.


At some point I will choose one of these pieces.  I will see in it some project that I want to make of it.  I will cut here and there, sand, finish, paint drill holes until it becomes what I want it to be.

Ephesians 1:3-4 

    Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, [4] even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
I.  Chosen


 The Text: The important thing in reading the bible is to try to listen to what it is saying.  I have been in many bible studies ranging from college to church, where the following happens:


The leader asks a question about a verse in the study.  Someone begins to answer; they do not ever look down at the bible, or read the verse.  And more than not, they will close the bible, and continue to talk.  


Do you see a problem?  How can you read the text if the book is closed?


Even if you leave the physical book closed, you can close your mind.  It is hard for the word to penetrate a closed mind.


When we get to Ephesians 1:4 and the verse we will study next week, we have this problem someone will see the world “chose” and the mind will close.  Next week they will see the word, “predestined” and it will close even quicker!


It will either close the very idea, or the mind will close around what the person already things.  In either case she or he has stopped listening.


“[God] chose us in [Christ] before the foundation of the world.”


The History: There have been at least 16 centuries of debate.  In the 4th Century it was Augustine against Pelagius.  In the 16th Century it was Calvin against Arminius.  It the 21st Century it is John Piper against Clark Pinnock.


Did God just choose some people to be saved out of thin air, and let others fall into eternal death?  Did God make us as machines, to be programmed and moved by buttons?  Do I or did I have a choice.  


The word “Chose” or “elect” comes up and the historic debate begins.


When I was in seminary at Trinity, there was a coffee shop called the White Horse Inn.  Apparently there was a White Horse Inn back in the 16th Century where theologians studied and debated – sort of like going to Starbucks with a friend.


Every lunch hour there was a Baptist and a Methodist, who were friends.  Every lunch hour for the whole first year of seminary, they sat at the same table and conducted the same argument over this issue. 


After one year – neither side budged!  The Baptist was still a Baptist and the Methodist was still a Methodist.  The only difference was that the rest of us found somewhere else to eat our lunch!


Let me propose another strategy.  Now prepare yourself for it.  It is kind of radical.  Here it is:  Read the Verse!
II.  To Be…


If we read verse 4 we see that choosing was not an end in itself.  But we see that God chose us for a purpose.  


“[God] chose us in [Christ] before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him.”


When I choose one of these pieces of wood, it is for a purpose.  When God chose you, it was for a purpose:  maybe me for my big mouth.  He chose Jack because he has the ability to talk to anyone, and to share Christ anywhere.  He chose Effie because he needed a good Sunday school, Awana and CEF teacher.  I could go on with each of you and suggest the purpose god has for your life.  That would be a long sermon!

We were chosen so that we might be, in God’s sight, Holy and Blameless. The point of this verse is as much the result as it is the choosing.  So if we leave aside the 16th century old argument over God’s sovereignty and Human freedom, we will discover something that is important to us – that won’t take 16 centuries to understand

God has a purpose.  Here he tells us what it is.  He wants his children to be Holy and Blameless.

You may have other purposes.  Maybe you want “life liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  Maybe you want to sing like a rock star, win the iron man, make more money than Donald Trump or find the perfect guy or girl to marry.
Some of these are silly goals, some of them are OK.  None of those goals can be our first priority.  First of all, let us accept what purpose God has for us.  He created you.  He redeemed you, if you are his child.  He wants you to become holy and blameless.


The word Holy has a primary and a secondary meaning.  The primary meaning is to belong to God.  Levites dedicated to the priesthood were made holy by purification.  Gold that was used in the house of God was made holy by washing.  All that was holy belonged to God.  It could not be used for other purposes.  You would not ask the high priest of God to spend his days digging wells.  You would not use the golden bowls of the temple to make your morning oatmeal.  Why, they belonged to God.

Second, when something belongs to God, it is separated from other uses, it is special.  Since it is for God, it should be excellent.  So the idea of Holy is also the idea of moral purity.  No unclean, broken or tawdry thing belongs to the house of God.  Over time we came to see that God wanted his possessions to be undefiled.


Therefore, God wants you and he wants me to belong wholly to him.  We are divided between many things.  Your boss owns 40 hours each week.  Your government owns a percentage of our income.  Your family members own a portion of your time.   But in truth, God owns all of you and all of your time.


The reason we worship and study and follow the Word of God is that we might become fully owned by God.  As this develops, we find that there is less sin and more doing what is right.


The world blameless means to be without fault.  This is impossible for us to fully achieve.  “For all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God.”  We know from the bible and from life experience that no one is perfect.  We can not achieve “blamelessness” in the absolute state.


However, some people in the bible were called “blameless”.  


God said of Job: (Job 1:8 )
     "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?" 


Luke says this of Simeon, who blessed the infant Jesus, (Luke 2:25)      Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

Paul laid out what was expected of church leaders: 

1 Tim. 3:2 

    Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 

Titus 1:6-7 

,    if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. [7] For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain
    
None of us can live an absolutely pure and blameless life.  What these passages mean is that it is possible to live, on a relative scale, a life without serious flaw.  One who is blameless is not one who is sinless or perfect.  One who is blameless is one who is of consistent character.


So we put these together and what do we get?  God chose us before the creation of the world so that we would fully belong to him and so that we would live with consistent character.


How will your live be evaluated?  First of all, you need to have your name inscribed in the book of the redeemed.  Without that, you are out in the cold and condemned by your own sins.

 
Having trusted Christ – how then will you be evaluated?  The bible suggests that there is a testing, as if by fire.  So that all that is made of cheap material will burn away, but all that is make of Godly character will endure.  We should embrace God’s purpose.  He wants us to fully belong to him.  He wants us to be without character flaws.   We gather as the church, we study the word, we memorize it, we pray, we obey his instruction in order to become blameless.
III.  “Before him.”


There is another phrase that is easily overlooked.  Sometimes it is these small phrases that give the most meaning.   


“Even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him…”



I want to illustrate this idea by turning to Ephesians 5:1ff.  As I said last week, the verses we study in this series are an Overture.  The rest of Ephesians picks up and develops the themes in our verses.  That is evident in this case.

    Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. [2] And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 







Ephesians 5:1-2 


Here we are told to imitate God.  We imitate God by walking in love.  That means that our lives are directed toward love and characterized by Love.  Is that not true of Jesus.  For love he came to earth, and in love he became the friend of sinners.


This way of living is a “fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  First of all Jesus was a fragrant offering and sacrifice. His life was lived before the Father and it pleased the father. It was accepted as a sacrifice for the sins of the world.


But as imitators, our lives of “walking in love” will also be a fragrant offering to God.  When we love others, we are offering beautiful worship to God.  Maybe you can not sing or play an instrument, but when you love your neighbor, you offer worship to God that is acceptable in his sight.  


Maybe you are not Billy Graham with 10s of thousands, but only reading to someone at the nursing home, or talking to a young person, or smiling at a neighbor.  In those acts you are offering sacrifices to God.


Let me read the following verses. I commend them to you for study and prayer.      Ephesians 5:1-14 

Are you a child of God?  If so, god has chosen you.  He chose you before the world was made.  Before the sun ever shone, before stars filled the sky, God chose you for a purpose: To belong to him and to be of true character.  He did those so that your life could be pleasing in his sight.  
