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Let me give you my translation of Ephesians 1:6:

“We praise God for his glorious grace, by which he has graced us, because we (by grace) belong to his Beloved.”


The word grace is in this verse 2 times, but by virtue of our theology we know that we belong to Jesus only by his grace, we can clearly see that this verse is a triple scoop of Grace.


So imagine it is July, it is 95 degrees, you are about 10 years old, and you have been given an ice cream cone.  Now this ice cream would be great with one scoop, better with two, but it would be the absolute best as a triple scoop.  


Ephesians 1:6 is a triple scoop of grace!

I.  We praise God for his glorious grace.


Grace means something that has been given without price.  It is a gift.  You do not earn grace or pay for it.  If you earned it, it would be a right.  If you paid for it, it would belong to you.  But grace is given to us without any price.


Exercise.  Let me suggest an exercise.  I would like you to look at your right hand.  Your right hand has five fingers.  Now I want you to take the next minute and think of one gift that you have been given for each finger.  In other words, think of five free gifts you have.


Here is mine:  Life, freedom, salvation, the word of God and fellowship.
I did not buy or earn any of those, they were given to me.


Now you have another hand with another five fingers.  Think of something for each of those fingers.  Again, I will give you a minute.


Here is my other five: family, good food, birds, clouds and road construction.  I did not buy those either, they were given to me.


I could have you take off your shoes… but the point is made.  It is easy for each of us to think of 10 gifts what we have been given without cost.  


I call this sermon series “Free Stuff”.  We are exploring the gifts of Salvation that are listed in Ephesians 1:3-14.  All of these are gifts.  All of these are grace.  We did not earn or buy them, but they have been given to us.  So “free stuff” is what we receive by Grace.  Grace is all of the “free stuff” that God has given to us.


This concept of Grace is explained in another place in Ephesians.  Let us look at Ephesians 2:4-10.  

This passage talks about how we were lost and trapped by sin. “But God in his great love with which he loved us….made us alive together with Christ – by grave you have been saved.”  (Eph 2:4, 5) 


This phrase is repeated two times in chapter 2.  “By grave you have been saved” is in Ephesians 2:5 and 2:8.  


And we have this made absolutely clear in verses 8 through 10.  


“For it is by grace that you have been saved through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God….”


Salvation is a gift from God.  We do not earn it or buy it, but it is given to us freely in Jesus.

“Not by works, so that no one can boast.”  V. 9. If it were true that we earned salvation then we could boast.  If you were the King who built the Palace of Versailles in France, or if you were the architect who designed the Empire State Building in New York, or if you were the mason who put the beautiful stone work into our capital building, then you could boast of that.   

If you could claim to have made a place for yourself in the Heavenly Zion, the New Jerusalem, with its golden streets…then you could boast.  Versailles, the Empire State Building and the Capitol will all come down, but Zion is forever.

But all we can say is that God has given that to us.  We have done nothing to deserve it.


“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to go.”  V. 10

We have not made ourselves. God has.  We do not re-make ourselves.  God does that in Christ.  We can not claim credit for our good works.  God has created those as well.  Our good works are like walking into a garden that someone else planted and watered, but you get to pick the fruit and eat.

What can we do?  “We praise God for his glorious grace.”

II. We praise God for his glorious grace, by which he has graced us…


Our translations hide the repetition.  The verse literally says, “...to the praise of his glorious grace by which he as graced us…”  The first grace is a noun – we are thinking of the gift that God ahs given.  The second grace is a verb – we are thinking of the action of God where he has given to us freely.


This is repetitive.  A gift is something gotten without cost.  No one sends you a bill for a birthday gift.  After Christmas is over, you family do not give you the receipts and expect you to pay for your gifts.  They would not be gifts if you paid for them.  So a Gift is free.


A gift freely given is repetitive.  According to your grammar teacher, it would not be necessary.  According to logic, it is not necessary.  We should be able to figure out that when God gives us a gift it is free.


However, knowing human nature, this repletion is important.  We do not listen well.  And when we do listen, we can forget what we have learned.  We get busy with daily work and timetables and we forget what is important.

The Lord knows what we are like – so the Lord repeats things that are important.


We sometimes forget that the Christian life is grace that is graciously given.  When you first received Jesus as Savior, it was because you know that you needed his help.  You looked to him in your sadness, or your guilt or your loneliness and asked for his help.  God heard your prayer and he brought salvation to you.


Then as we live as Christians, we gradually start thinking that this new life is something that we did.  We can begin to think that we are the good people, and those on the outside are the bad people.  We begin to take pride in our spiritual life.  We take pride in our bible knowledge.  We take pride in our ability to teach, or our ability to sing or play an instrument.  We take pride in our years of experience.


So the Lord repeats for us this idea.  “We thank God for his grace with which he has graced us.”


Here is another exercise.  Do you remember those ten things that you gave thanks for at the start of the sermon?  How many of those do you think you deserve credit for?


Here is my 10:  Life, freedom, salvation, the word of God, fellowship, family, good food, birds, clouds and road construction.


Did Pastor Dave give life? No.  Freedom? No. Salvation? No.  The bible? No.  Fellowship? No, God creates the Christians with whom we can fellowship. Did Pastor Dave create a family? No.  How about birds and clouds?  No.  How about Road Construction – maybe because I pay taxes…but the bible gives me the ability to work so I have the privilege of paying taxes.

III. We praise God for his glorious grace, by which he has graced us

      because (by grace) we belong to his Beloved.”

Let me review.  The first scoop on our triple ice cream cone is God’s glorious grace.  The second scoop is that this grace is freely given.  There is a third scoop – Grace is freely given when we belong to God’s Beloved Son.

The Beloved.  There is a title used for Jesus in only one other place in the bible.  Here and in Colossians 1:13 Jesus is named as the Beloved of God.  Yet both of these verses look back to anther event in the life of Jesus.  Do you know what that might be?


Matthew, Mark and Luke all record the Baptism of Jesus.  Here is Matthew’s version:   Matthew 3:13-17 

    Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. [14] John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" [15] But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. [16] And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; [17] and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." 


Jesus’ Baptism was different that all other baptisms.  When John called people to be baptized, it was a testimony that they were turning from their sins. He said, “Repent and be baptized.” 


When Christians come to baptism, it is to declare publicly that we have trusted in Christ and been washed of our sins.  Our sinful self is buried in the waters of baptism, and a new self is raised up to live a new life.


Jesus did not come to be baptized because he had to confess his sins.  He was not a sinner.  He did not get baptized to bury his old life, and to receive a new life.  He came to bring new life to us.


Jesus was baptized for us.  His act of baptism showed that he identified with all of us who since then have been baptized in his name.  He was baptized to show than we can be identified with him by faith, and in that faith receive life, forgiveness and salvation.


When Jesus came up from his baptism, the Holy Spirit descended on him in the form of a dove.  This was his empowerment for ministry.  He begins his ministry by preaching that “The spirit of the Lord is open me to preach the good news to the poor.”


When Jesus was baptized, God the Father spoke from heaven and said, “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.”


In Christ.  So what this means is that when we believe in Jesus we are attached to him.  We are said to be “In Christ.” And Christ is said to be “in us.”  This means that it is by this attachment that the gifts of God flow to us.


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us IN CHRIST, with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms.” Eph 1:3.

Grace is a free gift.  Grace is given freely.  Grace is given freely to those who are attached to Jesus, the beloved.”

This title of Jesus is important.  God loves the Son.  Do you think that God the Father loves the Son because of his earthly mission?  Actually the bible teaches us that God is love, and that God the Father, Son and Spirit lived in eternal live before the creation of time and space.


John’s Gospel records Jesus prayer before he went to the cross. It is in chapter 17.  In the past part of that prayer he prays for all who would believe in him.  So he was praying for you and for me.  Here is part of what he prayed.


John 17:24     Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

    
God is one being in three persons.  I can say those words because they represent our best expression of what the Bible teaches.  Can I explain in any more detail what this means?  No.  God is one being in three persons.


Jesus said that the Father’s love existed before the creation of the world.  So before there was a sun, moon and stars.  Before Jesus was born, grew and acted in righteousness.


God is love, and God dwells in love.  There is unity and love and it existed always.


Now what the gospel teaches us is that we have been united with Jesus, the beloved son.  So we have been touched with the eternal life of God, which the Son of God has had from all eternity.  


The date in time you first believed, you were brought into this eternal love relationship.  


What can we do now?  Can we live in such a way that we pay back the grace of God?  No.  We could never pay it back.  Do you see that this grace and love is eternal – eternal love can not be purchased over time.


What can we do now?  We can live to bring glory to the grace of God in Christ.

“We praise God for his glorious grace, by which he has graced us, because we (by grace) belong to his Beloved.”

