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This is the next to last message in this series.  We have been learing about the gifts of God as described in Ephesians 1:3-14.  Our text today is the first part of v. 13

“And you also were included in Christ

when you heard the word of truth,

the gospel of your salvation.”


This free gift is the Gospel.  It is described in two ways: The Word of Truth and the Gospel.  These two phrases are written in parallel.   Very often the bible repeats an idea with different words – these are almost the same idea, but each part adds something so the saying is more complete.


If you look at the slide I put up, you can see this verse structurally.  The first and last part speaks of hearing and salvation – that is our part.  We hear something and we receive salvation. 


   You heard




The word of truth




The Gospel


    Of  your salvation.        

                  ]


So what is it we hear? We hear the word of truth, which is the Gospel.  


We will explore these two phrases today.

I.  Words?

Many people will tell you that words do not mean anything.     We do not live in the age of books, but in the age of computers and I-Pods and i-Phones.  Before I present the case for the importance of words, let me present the case against them.
· We do not believe the words of politicians. We evaluate them based on something else – maybe their political party, or their record, maybe how they treat their spouse, or their appearance.

· We do not value theoretical knowledge. We often contrast the importance of book learning verses that of the real world.

· We are told that it is important to do things for people in need, not to just talk to them.  It is better to give a man a meal before you give him the gospel message.  
· Teachers and preachers are told over and over that kids are used to TV, video and other images that are fast paced, they hve no time for words.


I will show you from the bible that this is not true.  However, even at the cultural level, if you look it turns out to be false.  

· Words like “liberty”, “equality”, “fairness” and “progress” persuade many voters.  We don’t often define the words, but we want to know if our candidate is for Liberty or Progress of Fairness.

· We watch talk shows of all kinds of TV and listen to them on the Radio.  We watch or listen to WORDS.  All these shows have is words.

· Music from Rap to Rock to Country Western are about words – you can repeat the words of the songs you know by heart, and we cling to them so there are always going to be “Oldies” stations.

But I want to make the case from the Bible that Words are Powerful.   

Genesis 1 – In the beginning God created  the heavens and the earth.  In many myths, a god might take something like mud or the blood of his enemy and use that to make the world.  According to the Bible, what does God use?  Words.  Genesis 1:2 says “And God said, ‘let there be light…”  There are 9 times where it says “God said.”  So it is by words that God created the heavens and the earth, the creatures and mankind.  

God’s words have power.

Genesis 3 –   Adam and Eve were happy in the Garden of Eden, in love with each other, and living in paradise.  Everything was good.  Satan appeared and used words to ruin it all.  He questioned Eve and asked, ‘Did God really say…?”  Satan twisted God’s one prohibition and created the desire in Eve to sin.  It was not the tree that caused her to sin, because that was always there, It was the twisted words of Satan that caused Eve, Adam and all humanity to rebel.


This reminds us of the harmful power of false words.


Proverbs – The book of Proverbs has a lot to say about words.     I will give you just one.


Proverbs 15:1 

    A soft answer turns away wrath,

        but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

Wise words can stop a fight and foolish words and make it worse.  You can choose to give a hard answer or a soft answer; you can choose to make peace or to fight.  Wars have been started over words.  Marriages have broken over words.  Words have lead to many bloody noses on school playgrounds.  


James – the book of James has a lot to say about our words.  Here is one sample.  James 1:19-20 

    Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness that God requires. 


 James says that when we are in situation with the potential for conflict, we would listen first.  Be quick to listen and slow to speak.  We usually are slow to listen and quick to speak.  Listening is hard work!  But Wisdom tells us to listen well before we open our mouths to speak.  Because Angry words do not accomplish God’s work.  


I John 1:1-4 - These are the words of John the Apostle, who was possibly the person who know Jesus best of any.  He spoke of what he saw and heard and touched, but where is the power? Listen.  1 John 1:1-3
    That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— [2] the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— [3] that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  

We hve been given the Word of Truth – which is the Gospel.  And these words are powerful!  These are the words of Salvation.  For Salvation does not come from our work or our religion or anything else we can do or touch.  It comes from the Word of God.

II. The Gospel


The first part is “the word of truth.”  The second part is “The Gospel.”  Paul’s readers in Ephesians received the gift of God when they heard and believed in the Gospel.  They received Salvation when they heard and believed the Gospel.


 “Gospel” means Good News.  It was used for great occasions.  When the Emperor and his wife gave birth to a son who would be the next king, it was announced far and wide.  When a new king took the throne or when peace was accomplished, then it was pronounced as Good News.


The Good News we teach is very much like that.  We are announcing to the world that the Lord God had a son, that he is a King with a Kingdom that is unlike any other.  This news is to be told to every nation.

Each of us should be able to share the Gospel of Jesus.  You will never know when you will have the occasion to tell someone about Jesus. If I asked each of you to share the gospel, what would you say?


In the Bible we find that Gospel told in a variety of ways – the sermons in the book of Acts different from each other because the audience changes each time.  Every time Jesus talked to someone, it was different.  A good communicator knows the message and the audience.   

There are many Gospel presentation you can learn:  The wordless book; the Four Spiritual Laws; The Romans Road; and so on.   Please learn the Gospel message in a form that you can share with another.

I would like to share with you a presentation based on questions.  In our time you will find that many people are resistant to the Bible or to Doctrine.  Often it is good if we ask questions and listen before we speak.  So maybe you can use something like this when you share the gospel


Where did it all begin?  


Everyone is interested in how things got started.  Was it creation by god, or by the Big Bang or some other thing?  What got life started?  Does that give us any clue to the meaning of life? There are different answers to this.  Evolution as a world view says that life came out of chaos and will end in nothing. In other words, there is no meaning.  That is pretty depressing.  


What does the Bible say?  It tells us that a personal God called everything into existence.  And at each stage he gave it a passing grade – He said, “It is good” each time. And at the end, at Genesis 1:31, God said that it was very good.  We can see the goodness of the world in creation, in nature, in human life and society.


What went Wrong?  


Everyone also knows that things are not what they should be.  There are floods and earthquakes. People die of cancer or automobile accidents.  Governments take freedom away and make war.  Marriages fail.  The economy is shaky at times.


The Bible shows that the world is broken.  It shares the frustration of those who see the brokenness. Ecclesiastes 1:2 expresses this brokenness:
“Meaningless!  Meaningless!” says the preacher.
“Utterly meaningless!  Everything is meaningless.”

So if it is all Very Good, what went wrong?  The Bible’s story is that we broke the perfection of the world.  Even today, most of the injustice and illness in the world is human caused – 60% of our health care bills stem from things like tobacco use and over eating.  The bible says that this brokenness is the result of human rebellion.  It tells the story in Genesis 3 – where Adam and Eve rebelled.

Who can fix it?


 Our washing machine did not work and the repairman took it apart until he found a sock stuck in the drain.  That was easy, but who can fix the world?


Do you think we will progress to a better world?   Should we quit and accept the world as it is?  Should we perfect the world with politics?


The Bible says that God will fix his own world.  He has already started in Jesus.  Jesus arrived in the world as a child born of human parents, but was the son of god.  He showed what it means to be Very Good.  He will return to actually fix the world later.  But he is waiting?  He is giving each one of us time to choose if we want to be part of the new creation.


He came to live, die for our sins and rise in victory over sin.  2 Corinthians 5:17 says “…if anyone is in Christ, he is anew creation.” This is made possible because “God make him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God.” Christ takes away our sin and gives us his goodness instead.

What about us?


Entrance into salvation is like going through a turnstile.  They have turnstiles at Menards. To get in you must pass through the gate one at a time.


God’s Salvation is like that. Each of us has to enter it one at a time.  We do that by trusting in Christ – we admit to God that we are broken, and we ask Christ into our lives to re-create it.

Romans 10:9


The Gospel, the Word of Truth is a gift from God.  


Make sure you can answer these two questions.


Have I received the Gospel of Salvation?


Do I know how to Share it with others?
