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I want to tell you the story of John, who could be named Juan or Von.


There sat John, in the Dane County Jail.  He sat on the hard steel bench in his cell.  Bars surrounded him on three sides and a cement walk was behind him, where he could rest his back.


He leaned forward and put his head in his hands.  He sat that way for at least 15 minutes.


Then he remembered the TV shows he had seen where the undercover agent found a way to get out of Jail.  So he studied his cell for a full hour.  The wall had no opening and no window.  The bars were all steel, there was no rust and they were firmly attached to each other.  The lock was not the kind you could open with a paper clip. They opened when the guard activated them with an electronic switch.  Even if they could be opened with a paper clip, they had taken everything form his pockets, and his shoe laces and his belt.


No, there was no way to get out.


Well, maybe he could call a lawyer.  O. J. Simpson got out with a fast talking lawyer.  John remembered that he had no money.  


No, he put his head back down into his hands and he gave up.  He was in jail.  There was no escape.  There was no hope.


 “In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”     Ephesians 1:7   

John is in need of redemption.  The word “Redeem” in the Bible refers to people who are trapped.  They might be a prisoner of war.  They might be criminals.  They might be slaves.  They are under the power and control of someone else and they have no freedom.  


To Redeem is to free that person.  


John represents all of us.  The bible says that we are trapped in the jail called sin.  We are unable to escape from sin – you might over come one sin here or there, but you can never get away from being in some kind of sin.  So we are trapped, and like John we can not get out.


Two hours later John heard the lock open with a snap.  The deputy sheriff came to the door and said, “John, you are free to go.”

“Really?”


“Yes. Somebody came and paid your fine in full.  You are free to go. Let’s go and get your things.”


John could not believe it.  Just when he thought he was trapped in jail with no escape, the door was opened and he walked out.


“In Him we have redemption…”   The Story of the gospel is that we are all trapped in sin.  Sin is a jail with bars and walls that hold us in.  But God has made a way to set us free.  God has chosen to give us a new start in a new life.  And he did this by paying the price that set us free.


“But,” John said, “Don’t I have to come back and see the Judge?  Maybe I am free for a week or two, but they will come and get me. I know it!”


“No,” said the deputy, “you are free.  The paper here says that  you are free.  There is no court date and there is no penalty.  In fact, this will not even show up on your record.  They could just as well have erased this from the records.


“In Him we have redemption through his blood…”  


The Lord came to our prison, and he paid the price for our redemption.  What do you suppose that price is?  The Bible says that the payment for sin is death.  In other words, sin deserves the death penalty.


But we do not have to pay for our debt with our lives.  The debt has been paid by another.


In the Old Testament the people brought lambs to offer to God as a substitute.  The lamb died but the man or woman who offered it lived.


In the Gospel, Jesus gave his own life as the payment for our freedom.  That is why it says “we have redemption through his blood.”


Now John is at the front desk at the jail.  They gave him a box that had all his things it in.  He took out hs watch and put it on.  He took out his belt and his shoe strings and put them on. He put his keys and wallet in his pocket.  He put his cell phone on his belt.  He took his hat and coat.  That was everything.


John looked at the deputy and said, “Who is it that paid my fine? I would like to thank him….”


“In him we have redemption through is blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”


When you call out to Jesus to bring you out of the prison your own sins have made, he pays your penalty.  Your freedom is paid from the blood of the Cross.  You receive forgiveness of sins.  Those sins which kept you guilty before God are now paid.  You do not have a record.  This is what we find in Psalm 32


Psalm 32:1-2 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.

[2] Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.


And this is what we find in Romans 8:1 

    There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

    There is no record of wrong. How is that possible?  Couldn’t it just say, “He was guilty of sin, but we let him off.”  It would be nice to get out of the penalty. But God goes further than that.  He also removes the record of our sin.  There are no more sins against us. There are no records of our wrong doing.  There is no condemnation in Christ.

How is that possible?  It is possible because God is rich in Grace.  Grace is God’s free gift to us.  He gives us what we do not deserve, and he pays for it himself.


So today, where are you?  Are you still trapped?  Are you in the jail of your own sin and misery?  
Accept the Lord’s help and he will give you a release from prison.

John steps out onto the side walk in front of the Justice center.  Just an hour before he thought he was doomed to be stuck in prison.  Now he is outside.  He turns up his collar to the breeze.  The cool air felt good.  He put on his sun glasses.  He stood for a moment and looked at the people walking this way and that, in a hurry to get to their business.  He watched the cars drive down the city streets.


“Ah,” he thought to himself. “This has been a good day.  Now what will I do?”


You are John.  I am John.   You are either in Jail, trapped there by your sin.  Or you are forgiven in Christ, and have been set free.


If you are inside jail, turn to Christ – he is the one who can pay your fine and set you free.


If you are outside the prison walls, what will you do?  The past is the past.  Your record is clean. We don’t have to worry about the police, they will not come to arrest us.


So now, what will you do?  Do you go back to what got you into trouble?  Will you return to your sins and fears?  Why?  Now is the time to walk in freedom, to take the freedom God has given you and to use it for good.

We have been redeemed – which means we have been set free.


We have been redeemed through the Blood of Christ – which means that he has paid for our freedom


We have the forgiveness of our sins – which means that we do not have a record.


We have gotten this through the riches of God’s grace – there is not cost involved.  Jesus gives us this freedom freely.


Now what will you do with your freedom?
