Wisdom
Ephesians 1:8
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We have been studying the FREE STUFF that God has given to us in Jesus Christ.  The opening blessing we find in Ephesians 1:14 contains a number of these free gifts.  


Let me encourage you to work on memorizing these verses.  If you have the verses in your mind, then you can recall the gifts of God that are mentioned there.   Then when you feel the need, you need no book, no I-phone, and no post it note, just the versed you have learned.


Today we are up to verse 9.


“…which he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”

Wisdom and Understanding are frequently paired words in the Old Testament.  

Solomon as a young man asked for wisdom and insight so he could govern the people.  2 Chronicles 1:10 

   “Give me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and come in before this people, for who can govern this people of yours, which is so great?" 


Isaiah describes the Messiah who will rule the world with Spiritual wisdom and insight.  Isaiah 11:1-2 

    There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,

        and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

    [2] And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,

        the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

        the Spirit of counsel and might,

        the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 


In fact, these are the qualities that God brought to the creation of the World. Proverbs 3:19 

    The Lord by wisdom founded the earth;

        by understanding he established the heavens; 

    
This same Gift of Wisdom that is mentioned in Ephesians 1:8 is developed in other parts of the book of Ephesians.  What I want to do today is take us to two other passages in Ephesians.  

The first one is like a telescope; it helps us to see the big picture of what God is doing in history.  

The second passage is like a compass – it shows how wisdom can affect our daily lives.   Each passage gives us 5 check-up points.
I.  The Telescope – Seeing the Big Picture – 1:15-22


Here the Apostle is praying for the readers of this letter.  He is praying that we who read this passage gain a spirit of wisdom and revelation.  In Proverbs it says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom – in other words, if we do not have regard and respect for God, we can not become wise.


This prayer tells us that we can not receive Wisdom except as a gift from God – it is not something we can get for ourselves, but it is given freely to us.  Wisdom cries out in the streets and says, “Come to me and receive wisdom and insight.”


Now this gift of wisdom and insight can be broken down into five separate gifts.  Let’s look at each of these.

1.  Enlightenment.  [That you may have] “the eyes of your hearts enlightened.”  


There is a sense in which any person who can read or who can listen to someone else read, can understand the words of the Bible.   The Bible is written with words, in sentences.  These words and sentences work according to the rules of language.  


There is value in bible knowledge.  It is the starting point.  But we can not leave it there; there is a greater gift than knowledge. The bible calls that insight or enlightenment.

We have all experience this.  We know some fact, but it does not seem to be important to us.  Then there comes a moment when knowing that fact is very important.  For example, if you have flown on an airplane, you have heard all about seat belts and about oxygen masks.  But if your airplane malfunctioned, you would very much want to have your seat belt on and you would really want to know how to put on the oxygen mask.


We need to be moved from being people who only know facts, to those who really see the importance of those facts.


The first check-off is enlightenment – has God made the Bible’s message clear and living to you, or is it just information.

2.  Hope. “…that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you.”

We know what it means to be hopeless.  The person who does not have any chance at all is said to be hopeless.  If my dream were to play professional basketball, I would be hopeless:  I am too short, too old and my shooting is too bad to be in basketball.


Hope is one of the three greatest gifts of god.  I Corinthians 13 says that three gifts are eternal: Faith, Hope and Love.  We know that Faith is how we start and how we continue as a Christian.  Love is the reason for our lives.  Hope is about our future.  


Christian hope is not a wish – like my wish to play basketball.  Hope in the bible is confidence about the future.  We believe in life after death and that by faith we can live with God in heaven.  The bible dies not tell us that we can only wish that maybe we will have eternal life – it gives us certainty!


Do you know what it is that God has in store for you?  I won’t expand on this today; we will come back to this idea in a few weeks.

3.  Realize your Riches.  “…the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints…”


This is why I have been preaching on this passage.  It lists out the spiritual riches we have already been given.  

    Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places….   Ephes. 1:3 


These riches give us power.  We do not inherit them until the future.  But the riches already exist.  So we can draw on them like a bank account.  If I put $1,000.000 in your bank account today, you will be able to go on Monday and buy a house or a car or pay tuition.  You would draw on your riches for your needs.


This is what we have as children of God – he has placed these riches in our accounts, so we can draw on them now.  It is not material wealth, but the wealthy of godliness.


Today you can pray, and the power of the creator of the universe is available to you.  I one time wrote to Cephas Yandila, who is seeking millions of dollars to build a school in Zambia – in Africa. “The Lord owns the cattle on 1000 hills.”  So he can give you the funds you need for this Christian Academy.  I do not have it. Bethany does not have it.  God does have it.

We should never say, “we can not do this because we are too small, too poor or too unimportant.”  The Lord started with 12 men, mostly workers, and changed the world.  Moses only had a shepherds stick, but he was able to overcome the power of the king of Egypt.  David had some stones, and he killed a giant.

4.  Know your Power.  “…and his incomparable power for us who believe.”


What I just said about riches is the same as power.  Do not say that you are without power.  


The power of salvation is at work in you who believe.  Do not say that you are powerless.    So let us skip over to the next gift
5.  Christ as LORD.  “…which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms….”


Here is where we need the telescope.  This verse causes us to look into the heavens.  When the Hubble Telescope looks out from its earth orbit, it sees incredible things.  But this verse looks past that and sees that Christ ahs been exalted above every authority and power.  God has raised Jesus to the highest place and he has put all other power under his feet.


We live like Culture is Lord.  Or as if Money is Lord.  But Christ is Lord.  We have been adopted by Christ and we are seated with Christ, and we are heirs with Christ.  All that is his is also ours.


Do you see why you need a telescope to see the fullness of the Wisdom of God?

II. The Compass – for finding direction.  Let’s turn from looking upward to finding our path here in our daily lives. Ephesians 5:15-21 contains another five check-offs.  

1.  Time Management.  “…making the most of the time…”   v. 16
    
 If you want to be successful in school, you have to manage your classes, studies and papers.  If you want to be a success at work, you have to mange your time.  Some people manage the TV schedule – thought I don’t know how important that is.

What do you do with your time management for God’s purposes?  We need to give focused time to the simple disciples of bible reading and prayer.  Can you point to the place in your day when you do this?

We thought the computer and power tools were there to save us time?  No, it seems they can use up our time more rapidly.

Do you give time to what is important?  You need time for good eating, exercise and recreation. You need time with family and friends.  You need time for prayer and study. You need time for your work. You should have time to give to service to the church and time for the community.

2.  Knowing God’s Will – “therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.”   V. 17

It has been about 30 years since Garry Friesen wrote the book, Decision-making and the will of God.   Friesen said that 80% of what we need to know about God’s will for us is found in the Bible.   The bible dies not give us the name of who we should marry, but it does describe marriage and the qualities we should bring to marriage.  The bible does not tell us where we should live, but it does tell us to live simply, without worry, without luxury that prevents us from being generous to others.  


If you want to know God’s will, first of all read the bible and all it to sink into your mind.  Allow it be the wisdom by which you make daily decisions.

3.  Be filled with the Sprit.  – “Do not get drunk on wine…but be filed with the Spirit.”  V. 18

The Spirit filled life is not to be confused with the being always excited or with having many spiritual experiences.  It is not about tongues speaking, nor is it about the spiritual high you can get at conferences.


Spirit Filled Living is following the Lord in daily decisions, in the hundreds of choices we all make every day.  It is to live in the light of the Word of God. It is to live in the power of prayer.  It is to love under the compulsion of Love for god and for your neighbor.


Are you filled?  Half full? Are there only a few drips in your cup?

4.  One Another – “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs…” v. 19   Why is it that we go from Sprit Filled living to worshipping together?  It is because God designed Christians to work together in community.  You can be a Christian who lives in isolation, but it is not normal.


There is the tree that stands alone in the grassy field.  Christians are made to be like trees in a forest – gathering strength by being together.

Worshipping God together is not entertainment. Do not pick your place of fellowship by what is coolest, biggest, and newest.  Pick it by where you are able to receive from the community of believers.

5.  One Heart – “…make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”    V. 19, 20

 We looked through the telescope out to God’s final world wide plan – it is breath taking in its size and in its power.

For the heart we need a stethoscope.  The God of the universe comes to our lives from the inside out.  God works on you from your heart – from the inner self.  The Heart we speak of is not the pump that keeps your body alive.  It is what keeps your spirit and soul alive to god.  It is where you keep your deepest beliefs.  It is where you keep your deepest feelings.  It is the place from where all your decisions are made.  God desires to have you, from the heart outward.  


We have the Telescope and the Compass.  There are 10 check off points.    As you leave this place today – which of these would the Lord want you to put into effect in your life today?
