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Our text today is Ephesians 1:9, 10


9 And he  made known to us the mystery  of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed   in Christ,  10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment   —to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

We have been learning about all the free things God has given to us in the gospel. I hope that you have seen that this gift of salvation is a tremendous wealth that effects the believer in many ways.  Today we gain insight that this gift of salvation is not only for me as an individual, or for us as a group, or even for every Christian who is alive today, and not only for every believer who has ever lived in the past, lives today and may come co faith in the future.


This gift also includes everything in heaven and earth.  That is to say, Salvation changes everything.


Let me give you my own translation of these two verses:


“God has made know so us what was previously unknown



About why he sent Christ into the world,


He has a plan for the fullness of time


To sum up under Christ,



Absolutely everything in heaven and on the earth.”
God has revealed something incredible.
God has a unified theory of everything.
I.  God has revealed something incredible.  V. 9


I like to read mystery books.  Dorothy Sayers created the Lord Peter Whimsy books, which are fun to read – PBS made a series of these for the television.  We have a collection of Perry Mason books, and Perry always solves his cases.  I also enjoy to books by Tony Hillerman about Lt. Leaphorn and Sgt. Jim Chee of the Navajo nation police force.  These books are fun because they have interesting characters, and they take me to far away places.  It is fun to read a Hillerman in the dead of winter, because it happens where it is hot.


Mysteries are also fun because we can try to guess “who done it” before the author reveals who it really is.  I am not so great at this part of it.  I usually get tricked by the author into suspecting the wrong person.


Paul speaks here of “the mystery of God’s will.”  We could take from that phrase the idea that God keeps his secrets, and that we can not know what God is up to in the world.  It is a Mystery. 


There is a problem with that.  In the bible a mystery is not something that IS hidden, it is something that WAS hidden.  Here is a good definition:  “A truth not previously known, but now is revealed.”  


So the Mystery spoken of is not that which is hidden, it is what has been made clear.   We are in the position of knowing that it was Col. Mustard, in the Library with the candlestick.


God has a purpose.  He has revealed to us his purpose.  And his overall purpose in the world is tied up with Jesus Christ.


There were clues to this mystery laid in the Old Testament – for example:

Genesis 3:15 

I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel."

This is the first hint of the Gospel, after the fall of humanity, God promised someone who would come and over come the ancient serpent.

Isaiah 7:14     Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
A Virgin birth?  What could that mean?

Isaiah 53:6 

All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned every one to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.

These and many other clues, signs, prophecies were laid down in the Word of God.  These were not the silly predictions we find in gossip magazines or the vague advice found in the horoscopes.  These were specific and descriptive predictions of Jesus Christ.


But in Jesus these clues were all put together.  He came and fulfilled, or will yet fulfill in the future, all the law and the prophets.


So Ephesians 1:9 summarizes that by saying:

…making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose,
which he set forth in Christ…
   
For this reason we do not have to continue the search for meaning.  There is a lot to learn in the universe – we continue to discover, invent, grow, harvest and use the things of the material world.


But we do not have to search for the mystery, the mystery used to be unknown, but not it is revealed.


Why is this a gift?


We can describe human history as an attempt to find what we have lost.  When god created the world it was good. There was plenty.  There was fellowship with God.  There was good work.  There was love and unity of man and wife.

But the trust was broken, and the man and his wife were cast out. They lived outside and were kept out by God, who left an angel with a flaming sword.


Ever since then, all the effort of builders, workers, poets, inventors, generals, peacemakers, discoverers, and teachers has been to restore what was lost.  We look here and there to find the way back. Is it power, knowledge, religion, or something else that will take us back?  Humanity keeps looking, we have tried many things, but all have fallen.  The bible tells us that we already have the answer, and the answer is Jesus.

II. God has a Unified Theory – 1:10


Albert Einstein is certainly one of the greatest minds the world has ever seen.  By merely thinking, he discovered the theory of Relativity.  I had a math major for a roommate in college.  I asked him if he could explain Einstein to me – and he gave a great try. I remember him talking about balls going up and down inside a box car and how gravity can bend space and time.  


As we got to talk about it, he said that it was commonly held that there are only ever about 10 or so people at any one time that have the tools to understand Einstein.  


I think my roommate was just trying to make me feel better – I definitely was not one of the 10!


In his later years, Einstein tried to discover a theory that would explain everything.  In the history of science, someone discovered electricity and someone else discovered magnetism.  It took a third person to combine them into the unified theory of electromagnetism.  


Einstein spent three decades trying to find this “theory of everything.”  He called it a “unified field theory.”  But he ash not been able to find it, nor has anyone else.


So the question remains, is there a unifying principle to the universe? Or is it a complex set of realities with no central point?


I tried to read a paper summarizing a theory by a Scottish chemist named Myron Evans who claims to have found this theory, called ECE Theory.  However, not many believe him.  I quit reading the paper when my brain overheated.


Now what is interesting about all of this, is that the Bible ahs a Unified Theory of Everything – not so much a theory of the physical sciences, but a theory of another kind. 


Ephesians 1:10 

as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.


The word for Unite is very interesting.  It is a verb that means to bring all together under one head.  Here is some background.
· In Ancient Greece, numbers were compiled in columns, much like we do today.  When the numbers were added together the sum was placed at the top of the column.  This is what this word means.  It is to show what everything adds up to mean. 

· Also, when a speaker would talk, and before the printed page and before electronic media, people would gather to listen to speeches, sometimes lasting 2 or 3 hours.  At the end of all that the speaker would “sum it up”.  The speaker would draw together all the parts in to one whole.


So this verse is making the claim that everything in the universe, when it is all totaled up, can be summed up by Jesus Christ.


This is something that one of our Sunday school kids has already found out.  Every time in Sunday School or Children’s church that the teacher asks a question, this girl’s hand shoots up.  She knows the answer: “Jesus.”


Here are a few verses to feed your thinking on this.

John 1:1-3 -     In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

Col. 1:15-16 -     [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. [16] For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 


If this is indeed true, I want us to think about why it is important to us.  If Christ Jesus is the “theory of everything”, what does that mean for you and me?

1.  It means that the Universe is meaningful and personal.  The best minds that science has can only describe the universe as vast, complex, diverse and always more than what we know.  But it is also a lonely place without meaning or purpose.  There is, in most science no purpose to the universe, it is just a happy accident.  There is no love inherent in the universe, it is mostly a harsh and lonely place.


But the bible tells us that God has created the world in Christ and For Christ.  Therefore we know that the universe is meaningful.  There is a purpose to all of this.  We also see that he universe is the work of a personal God, it is being redeemed by a personal savior, and it is being filled by the person of the Holy spirit.


We do not live in a meaningless cold universe where love is a story we tell ourselves to make it seem better.


We live in a universe created by God, and God is Love.  The Love of the Father, son and Spirit from all eternity is what the purpose of this world is.  The universe will be consumed, but faith hope and love are eternal.  

2.  It means that Jesus is greater than what we think.  Who is Jesus to you? Is he a good teacher? Yes, but he is more.  Is he a guide and a comfort? Yes, but that is not all.  He is my savior and your savior? Indeed, but that is not all.  He is my helper in time of need?  Yes, and we can always call on him for help. But there is more.  He is the savior of the World? Yes, every person, in any language, in any location can receive Jesus as Savoir, but that is not the end of it.

Jesus will come and establish the Millennial kingdom. Yes, and those who live then will live in peace and see lions and lambs in the same field.  But that is not all.


Jesus is the creator, with the Father of all things.  He is the redeemer of all things.  And he will be the one to re-create the heavens and the earth.


So there is no part of life in this world that is separated from Christ.  He is not confined to your “spirituality” or your “religion” or to your hours of worship.  He is central to everything.


God has revealed something incredible – Christ is his final revelation.

God has a unified theory of everything – Christ is how everything adds up.
