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This is our eighth gift as we study Ephesians 1:3-14.  So far We have seen that God has give to us in Christ 

· every blessing in the heavenly realms, 

· he has chosen us to be holy, 

· he has adopted us as his own, 

· he has lavished us with grace,

· he has made us free by redemption, 

· he has given us both wisdom 

· and knowledge 

· and now we see that he has given us an inheritance.
Ephesians 1:11 

    In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
 Translation Note:  Your translation of the bible may read differently.  The original word literally says that we have been given an inheritance by lot.   

          The word is used only one time in the bible. It is hard to determine the exact meaning.  I have chosen to go with the translation of the English Standard Version – the reason for that is the context.  This passage celebrates God’s gifts to us.  Also in verse 14 the idea of inheritance is repeated.   So we know that   we are given an inheritance – so we are on safe ground to accept that reading.


If you want to read more about his, see my blog “Fresh Read”.

I.  Inheritance by Lot – 


Let’s to back  to the days of Joshua.  Joshua was 2nd in command to Moses, and he assumed leadership when Moses died.  Moses served the Lord from the time he saw the burning bush, through the plagues of Egypt, to the success of the liberation from Egypt, trough the frustration of a disobedient people whom God sentenced to 40 years of wandering in the desert.  Moses the great emancipator never got to enter the Promised Land.  That was left for Joshua.


Joshua lead the tribes to the Jordan river, across it, and on to a time of warfare and conquest.  He fought and defeated all his enemies because the Lord was with him. It was not by superior strength of arms, but by the grace of God that they took the land.


Once the land had been secured, it was time to apportion it to the people.  This would be difficult  – who should get what land?  This question had already been decided.  Numbers 26 records a census of the people, and at the end of this count, we find this passage: Numbers 26:52-56
    The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, [53] "Among these the land shall be divided for inheritance according to the number of names. [54] To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a small inheritance; every tribe shall be given its inheritance in proportion to its list. [55] But the land shall be divided by lot. According to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit. [56] Their inheritance shall be divided according to lot between the larger and the smaller." 


Before they crossed the Jordan, the land to the East had been divided in this way between 2 ½ tribes.  Now Joshua had to divide the land West of the Jordan among the 9 ½ remaining tribes.  Joshua 14-19 records the delineating of the land and the choosing of who got which part.

When my brother and I had a pizza to share as kids, we saw that it could be hard to divide.  So we came up with a simple method – one of us cut it in half, and the other one picked first.  


But this was not God’s methods- he instructed Joshua to assemble with the leaders by the tent of meeting and to use the casting of lots to determine who got which land. 


This was not gambling, but it was their view that God would use this means to make clear who he had chosen to win which territory.  This idea is reflected in Proverbs 16:33 

The lot is cast into the lap,

but its every decision is from the Lord.

  
The result of this was the Map we find in the back of our bibles.  This map shows the inheritance of each tribe, as determined by lot.  Yet it was necessary for each tribe to go and secure that inheritance.  They were to fully possess the land and they were not to affiliate, mix or accept the values of the people who were there.  Joshua said to them        

 Joshua 23:9-13 -     For the Lord has driven out before you great and strong nations. And as for you, no man has been able to stand before you to this day. [10] One man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it is the Lord your God who fights for you, just as he promised you. [11] Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord your God. [12] For if you turn back and cling to the remnant of these nations remaining among you and make marriages with them, so that you associate with them and they with you, [13] know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations before you, but they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good ground that the Lord your God has given you. 

In the Old Covenant, an inheritance was a land grant; it was a right of possession.  But the people had to be courageous and take it.  They had to be fully committed.  They could not assimilate or compromise in any way.


In the history, the people never took the land in this way.  In fact the various people did become a hindrance and a snare and a whip and thorn in their side.


They were like the believer who has received the Gift of God but keeps one half of his life in the world, and lives the other half for God.  One side pulls against the other side and nothing good comes of it.  Such wishy-washy non-commitment is the source of a lot of trouble in our lives.  


In one way we are like the Israelites – we have title, but we do not as yet own the inheritance.  We have partial possession now.  In this life we never receive the full measure of God’s gift, but a first course of a 7 course meal.


In another way we are not like the Israelites.  For, we do not have to fight and conquer.  We do not take possession by the sword.  God’s promised inheritance to us is guaranteed.  We have been given it and we will take possession of it.
II. Enjoying our Inheritance.


I want to explore now three ways that we can either take possession of our inheritance in Christ, or if we don’t take these ways, we can lose their benefit.


Contentment.  Let’s take a moment and think about this.  Looking at the map, and you are part of the tribe of Benjamin or Simeon, what do you think about the tribe of Judah – you could make a case that Judah got a good deal.  

Now in your life, you can look around and see others and become envious of their inheritances.  This is a very deadly sin.  It is not deadly in the sense that jealousy will cause us to lose our salvation.  It is deadly in that it will cause us to lose the joy of our salvation.


What if the lot had fallen the other way – you can live a wish dream of regret.  


I take you to Psalm 16:5-6 

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;

you hold my lot.

The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;

indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.

    
The Psalmist is saying that the Lines that God has drawn for him have fallen on pleasant places.  He looks and sees what HAS been given and is glad.  He looks at God’s gift and sees the beauty of it.


Where have your lines fallen?  How would you describe that place?  


I remember walking along a road in Montana, this road follows the Boulder River, which cascades down from the Rocky Mountains through a fertile valley which that day was golden with wheat ready for harvest and green with alfalfa ready for cutting. Looking upward, I saw a few of the thousands of peaks that make up the Rocky Mountains, and the pine trees in its height leading down to the cotton woods and river birch by the riverside.  It was beautiful and I wondered what it would be like to live here.


Just then I came across garbage on the road.  When people leave trash on the road, it shows that they do not care for the beauty around them.  As I approached it was a box of empty beer bottles.  So a few guys in a pick up truck had stopped in this pristine location and had probably downed this case and told each other big lies and bad jokes.


Young people in rural America are discontented with farm life, they want action and adventure.


Yet I could tell the same story and place it on a city street, near a park or a lake, and again we would find evidence painted on the walls and tossed ini the trash that the youth longed for something else.


We can trash our inheritance, or we can take ownership of it and see it’s beauty.  Where has the Lord caused your lines to fall?  Where has your lot been cast?  Can you see in that place and in your circumstances reason for beauty and joy?


That is called contentment.

Confidence –  


1 Peter 1:3-5 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, [4] to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, [5] who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 


The inheritance of the tribes of Israel was conditional.  It depended on them.  At first they liked this idea.  Joshua said to them, “You are not able to keep up your end of the deal.”  Joshua had lead these people and he knew their weaknesses.  But the people said, “We can do it. We will do it.”  


They were not able to keep it.  They kept up a cycle of indifference followed by trouble leading to a need for rescue.  That pattern continued through the Judges, the Kings, into and out of the Exile down to Jesus.


Our inheritance is NOT conditional.


In I Peter it is called imperishable, undefiled, unfading and kept in heaven.  Imperishable means that it can not die.  Undefiled means that it can not be ruined by our sins, unfading means that it does not wear out like a battery in a flashlight.  Our inheritance is all of these because it is kept for us in heaven.


Put up to $250,000 dollars in a bank, it is secured by the US Government.  You can not lose it, even if the bank fails or thieves break in and talk the money.  It is as solid as our government.  In 2010 that makes some of us nervous.

We know that governments rise and fall.  But your inheritance has a better security – it is kept in heaven for you.  As Jesus said, “store up treasure in heven where moth and rust do not corrupt and where thieves can not break in and steal.”


You do not have to live in fear – will you make a mistake?  That is ok, god has an inheritance for you.  What if you wander away from God?  You will find yourself like the prodigal son, miserable, lonely and far from home, but you will still have a home.
Continuance –   Hebrews 11:8-10     By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. [10] For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 

      Abraham accepted God’s call to leave what he saw and could touch.  He was to receive a land and to be the father of a nation.  Through him all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  Abraham believed God, but he never saw what was promised.  He lived in tents.  He had only one natural son, and him when he was 100.  Abraham never saw, but he continued to believe and to follow.

He left the cities of Ur and Haran for God’s city.  But he never got there until his death.   We are like Abraham – we are called to live in this world with an eternal mindset.  This is a beautiful place filled with treasures and we are to take care of it.  Yet, our inheritance is held for us in Heaven, and we do not yet see it.  We do not see it, but we continue to walk by faith.

“IN HIM WE HAVE OBTAINED AN INHERITANCE…”
