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We have been studying the gifts of God that are described in Ephesians 1:3-14.  Today we are at verse 12.  This verse says,


“…in order that we who the first to hope in Christ might be for the praise of this glory…”

We have been given Hope.  I want us to see today why this is important.

I.  Four Friends

I want to tell you about my friends.  You can not see them, but I can describe them to you.  Each of them thinks that some good thing is going to happen to them in the future.


My first friend was a  foot ball player.  He was young and strong and played foot ball for a big college.  He was able to run faster than anyone else who played his position in football, and he was also stronger than all the others.  He thought that he would play football in the NFL – maybe with the Packers.

His hope is in his strong body.  


But a funny thing happened.  He was running with the football and got tackled from behind.  When he hit the ground he heard a “pop” in his knee.  That was the end of football that year.  He had to have surgery.  The doctor fixed his knee and he can walk well, but was never as fast as before.  He never got to play for the Packers.


My second friend was a Millionaire.  He had money in the bank.  He had money invested in stocks.  He owned two big houses and he had brand new cars.  He had a gold credit card.  Whatever he wanted he was able to tbuy.


His hope was in his money.


But then something happened.  He read in the paper that the company he had stock in failed, and so he lost half of his wealth.  Then he learned that his company failed also, so he had no job.  He had to sell his house, spend the mony he had in the bank, and he had to give back the gold credit card.


My third friend was a Voter.  She volunteered to go door to door for her candidate.  She believed that he was a good man and smart.  She believed that if He got elected, he would lead the country to solutions to our problems.  She talked to her friends, and put a bumper sticker on her car and sent money.   Her candidate won, and she was so excited.


Her hope was in politics.


Then it turned out that the politician was a liar and a thief. He did not want to do what he said – those were only things he said to get elected.  He had to resign from office when it was discovered that he took money from people to give them special favors.  


My fourth friend was  a scientist.  He had a brilliant idea about how to get energy out of simple chemicals.  He imagined a world where cars could run on inexpensive fuel.  He thought we could stop buying oil from other countries and that we would quit polluting the air and the water.


His hope was in science.


Then it turned out that his idea did not work.  It sounded good as an idea, but it simply did not work.


What did my friends have in common?  They all had hope.  They believed in something that would make their lives better.  They believed in a better future for themselves and for their children.  But all of them were disappointed.  They had hopes but they were not true hopes.

II.  Christian Hope.

Christian hope is like other hope.  We look for a better future.


Christian hope is different.  “Hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  Romans 5:5


Christian hope can not disappoint us.  I don not mean that we will never get injured or that we will never loose our money.  I mean that Christian hope can never fail.  


Let me show you by imagining that my four friends were Christians.

A Christian football player would still be strong and fast.  He might still want to play for the Green Bay Packers.  There is nothing wrong with trying to be the best with the talent God gives you.  But when the Christian gets injured, he still has hope.  Why, because he does not hope in his body.  Even if he can not play football, God is still god.

The Rich Christian would be the same.  It is not a bad thing to have money.  Money is a tool and it all depends on what you do with it. A hammer is a tool I can use it to build a house, or to tear one down.   But if a Rich Christian lost all his money, he would still have God.  This is what happened to Job – he was rich one day, and the next day he was poor.  He said “I came without anything into this world when I was born, and I will leave I without anything when I die.  Praise the Lord.”   Praise the Lord because I have eternal life!

The Christian Scientist would also want to discover things to make life better.  There is nothing wrong with being a Christian and a scientist.  God created the world and we honor God by enjoying the world and discovering God’s truths.  However, when his theory broke he would still have God.


And the Christian Voter.  We should all be good citizens and keep the law, and we should vote for the best candidates.  However, if our governor or president turns out to be a liar, we know that God is still in control.  Our hope is in God, not in any Senator, President, King or General.


In this verse of Ephesians we thank God for HOPE.  


Hope is being absolutely certain about the future.


But we can not be certain can we?  Don’t Christians get injured?  Don’t they sometimes loose money?  Don’t we all have problems?  Yes we do.


The difference is that we know that God is in control.


We do not know what will happen in the future.  We do know that God will always be with us, and that even if we get sick, or loose our money or are disappointed or if we die – that God is Good, All the Time.

III.  There is one more part of this verse.


Because we have hope in God – we should live for God’s glory.

 
Our hope is not in our strength, our life, our health or our speed.


Our hope is not in government.


Our hope is not in money.


Our hope is not in science.


Our hope is  in God – because we know he keeps his promises, we can quit worrying and we can follow his word.


Trust and obey the Lord, because there is no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

One time Peter, James and John were fishing.  They were good fishermen.  They knew how to fish and where to fish. They had a lot of hope in their ability to fish. But on this one day, they could not catch even one fish.  I am sure they were very disappointed.


Then a man appeared on the shore.  He said to them, “throw your net on the other side.”  They had not caught any fish, so they were ready to try anything.  They threw the net in as the stranger told them.  They caught over 100 fish – their net almost ripped and their boat almost sank!


When they came to talk to the man, it was Jesus.  He called them to become fishers of men.  So from that day they hoped in Jesus, not in themselves.


Hope in the Lord, because he will never disappoint us.

