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 Halloween is a strange day. It celebrates all kinds of things that we do not celebrate.   God is light and in him there is no darkness at all – so we are not that fond of witches and zombies, monsters and murderers and the like.  Let the kids have some fun?  Yes, but also let’s watch what we celebrate.


Halloween is the evening before All Saints day.  In the medieval Catholic Church, people looked to Saints for inspiration and prayed to them for help.  Now I am all for learning from the examples of others, but there is only One God to whom we pray and who we worship.



Halloween was the day in 1517, that Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the Wittenberg church door.  He had read in the scriptures many things that challenged the practice of the church of his day.  He wanted to start a debate – but what he ended up is starting the Reformation – and we are spiritual descendants of Luther.  We believe that God’s word is the last word on the Gospel and Christian Living.

For this reason I celebrate Halloween, All Saints day and Reformation Day with a Theologian of the Year.


This year we are considering the life of a man who is known only by his words and the parts of his life that have been pieced together after his death.  The only physical description of him was one used by the police who sought him out as a heretic.  The only picture is found in an engraving which places him in deep water with other so-called heretics as Martin Luther and John Calvin.

His name is Guido de Bres.

I.  Guido De Bres


Guido De Bres was born in Belgium in 1522.  He grew up in a time of turmoil that was caused by the Reformation started by Luther 5 years before his birth.  Guido was apprenticed to be a painter of stained glass, which was the family business.


Before he turned 25, Guido gave his life to Christ and became active in the Reformation as it was working out in Belgium.  He was able to buy a Bible, which was a rare and expensive book at the time.  He began to study the scriptures and the church fathers.  


For a time he went to England, where it was safe for Protestants to live.  He also found time for studies in Germany and in Geneva, where John Calvin lived and taught.


Eventually he returned to his own country and became a preacher.  The Protestants were an underground church.  He maintained a false name and met secretly in houses for many years.  The reason was that Belgium was under the rule of Spain, and the government was very concerned that no division, rebellion or so-called heresies take root.


In about the year 1559, he settled in a town called Doornik.  He had a small apartment with a garden, and he kept his books and conducted his studies there.


He met Catharine Ramon and proposed marriage.  He warned her that his life as an underground preacher was filled with uncertainty and danger.  She said that their love and God’s protection would be enough for her.  They married and had five children together.


The underground church was growing, and it started to take the notice of the government.  They did not care much when it was hidden, but after some Protestants began to publicly sing from the Psalms in the streets.  This action lead to arrests, inquiries and searches.  

De Bres decided to take action.  He took a Confession of Faith that he had been working on.  Today this confession is called the Belgic Confession.  He is known to be the primary author, although he showed it to a number of others, who also gave some input.


On November 2, 1562 the gatekeeper of the Castle of Doornik found a parcel that had been thrown over the gate.  It contained a cover letter and a copy of the confession.


The cover letter asked that the King and his commissioners respect the faith of the citizens of Doornik and cease from persecuting them.  The confession was included as proof that they were not heretics, but were preaching the true message of the Bible.


This letter contained this statement:  Nothing they did could prevent the progress of God’s work in the city, “If you try by killing, for everyone who dies, a hundred will rise in his place. If you will not forsake your hardness and your murder, then we appeal to God to give us grace patiently to endure for the goro9y of his name…and heaven and earth will bear us witness that you have put us unjustly to death.”

Persecution intensified. De Bres and his family left, but they discovered his apartment and various books, papers and letters.  His identity was known and they began to look for him.  De Bres survived this search by relocating to the south for 5 years.  He continued to travel and preach undercover.  We have this description from the authorities who sought to find him:
“Description of a heretical preacher, formerly named Guy, presently named Jerome, of whom the surname is still unknown.  This person is a man of between 36 and 40 years, tall, long face, thin and pale; with a beard more reddish than black, which he sometimes wars long, sometimes shorter.  He also has a rather stooped back and high shoulders.  He sometimes wears a coat with hat, at other times he wars a long gown with a cap.”  


(TBC, N Gootjes, p. 51)


In 1567, when he was just 45 years old, De Bres and some of his colleges were captured.  He was thrown into a dungeon called “the Black Hole of Brunian” for 7 weeks.  During this time he wrote a treatise on the Lord’s Supper as well as farewell letters.    On May 31, 1567 he was hanged.

His confession that he threw over the palace wall has lived on.  He was revised slightly and made to be the confession of faith of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands, and is today one of the confessions held by a number of Reformed churches.


From this account of Guido De Bres we learn two things:


1.  We can not take for granted our religious liberty – in many countries over many centuries it was dangerous to believe.  Just as today in a number of places it is dangerous to believe and to preach the gospel.  


.2.  It is remarkable that a man under persecution could maintain love and respect for his enemies, to keep his head and to write as beautifully as he did.  Hardship does not mean that you can not be creative or productive.

II. Belgic Confession I, II


I would like to read to you the first two points of the Belgic Confession – this is what De Bres threw over the wall of the castle at Doornik.

Article 1: About the Nature of God - We believe in the heart and confess with the mouth that there is a unique and simple spiritual Being, Who we call God, eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, unchangeable, and infinite, who is wise and the overflowing source of all good things.

Article 2: About the Knowledge of God - Moreover, we know God by two means, first, by the creation, preservation, and government of this whole world. For it is before our eyes as a most beautiful Book in which all creatures, from the least to the greatest, are as certain letters and marks through which the invisible things of God can be examined and understood, certainly His eternal power and His divinity as the Apostle Paul says in Romans 1:20. This knowledge is sufficient for convicting any given people and rendering them inexcusable. But He also bears His very self to us, much more clearly and openly, in His holy and divine Word; indeed, as much as is expedient in this life for His glory and for the salvation of His own people.


I first heard this, and was fascinated by the language which says that creation itself is like a book which reveals the invisible character of God.


Then when I learned about the life of the author, how he struggled in secret and died as a martyr, I was amaze at the beauty and grace.


For it is before our eyes as a most beautiful Book in which all creatures, from the least to the greatest, are as certain letters and marks through which the invisible things of God can be examined and understood, certainly His eternal power and His divinity as the Apostle Paul says in Romans 1:20.

This is a very biblical idea.  We find it in the Old and New Testament.  One text is Psalm 19 with starts by saying, “The heavens declare the gory of God and the firmament declares his handiwork.”  Then it goes on to describe the detailed nature of the written book.


But the text references Romans 1:20.  Let’s look at that text.

Romans 1:20 – For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

Romans goes on to describe how the world, which God intended to please us and to use as a revelation of his nature, became objects of Worship.

In Genesis 1, the sun moon and stars are for signs to make the seasons.  We to this day set our clocks and calendars to the movement of the heavens.  Yet all over the world people forgot the creator and worshiped the creation – they worshiped the sun and the moon, they worshiped the zodiac and thought the starts decided their destiny.  They looked at God’s creatures and began to worship them as well.  Eventually they were so satisfied with their religion that they forgot the creator, and at times turned against anyone who preserved knowledge of God.


That described Paul’s world filled with pagan gods.  We do not do that today do we?


Ethicists today will say that since we arose from various creatures, we should live as they do.  This kind of Evolutionary Ethic is a form of nature worship – for we get our truth and meaning from nature.


We see wealth and money, gold and jewels, land and possessions, not as gifts from God or tools to be used for the good of all, but as the things that rule our lives and give us meaning.  Materialism is nature worship.


But the world is supposed to tell us about God!


Here is what Paul said in Athens - Acts 17:24-28 

    The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, [25] nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. [26] And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, [27] that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, [28] for

" 'In him we live and move and have our being';

as even some of your own poets have said,

" 'For we are indeed his offspring.'


Art and Science:  Does this mean that Christians should be against art and science? Not at all.  


Art involves careful observation. You can not draw or paint without seeing.  You may represent it differently from what it is, but you have to start with observation.  It is only when we worship our Art that we get into trouble.  Many believers are involved in the arts.  We are not anti-Art.  I find it interesting that De Bres was a painter of stained glass before he was a preacher.  Don’t you hear the artist in his words?

Science is also about observation.  Scientists start by observing, measure, counting and gathering evidence.  Only then to they develop hypotheses and theorems and theories.  God said to Adam and Eve that they were to have dominion over the earth – knowledge of this world is necessary for life.  We could not feed or clothe ourselves without science.  Science only becomes a problem when we say that the world we can measure and touch is all that there is.  Science can not answer the questions of the Spiritual.  It can not say if there is or is not a God, or if we are spiritual beings – because none of that is measurable.
We are not anti-science, but pro-science.  We are only against Science as a religion.


Have you been watching the power point?  This has been a slide show of nature pictures.  Some are pictures from around this neighborhood – as I walk around I take pictures to record the growth and changes in the trees and with the river and the lakes.  Some are pictures from a recent visit I took to Horicon Marsh – it was a beautiful clear and warm fall day with geese and, fi you look close, some Great Herons.  I also included pictures of one of our trips out west – waterfalls, clouds and prairies.  


What do you see in these pictures? “…certain letters and marks through which the invisible things of God can be examined and understood, certainly His eternal power and His divinity…”
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