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This series of sermons is called Free Stuff.  Today we conclude with the 11th gift from this passage.  You recall that Ephesians 1:3-14 is one lone sentence in the original.  It is in the form of a Blessing.  Within this Blessing are many of the gifts that we have been given.  These are not goals.  They are not a Christmas wish list.  They are already given into your possession, if you in fact are born again.


I want to point out one item before we get into today’s gift.  Look with me at Ephesians 1:13.   


“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…”   

What is important is the sequence of the actions.  First we hear the Gospel.  We spoke of that last Sunday, that the Gospel of Salvation is also the Word of Truth.  So before there can be any Christian, any Church, any Salvation and any Christian life, there has to be a message.


Second, we believe.  The way this sentence is written reinforces the idea that the Christian life begins when we hear, and then we make a decision to believe in Christ.


First we hear the Gospel, and then we believe or trust in it.


This is the key to all of the gifts in this passage.  Not everyone has these gifts.  Even though the stuff is free, many do not have it.  The problem is never the cost – we preach that Jesus paid the full price already.  The problem might be no gospel has been preached – that is why we work in Missions and Evangelism.  But for most of the people we know, the problem is “belief”.  

Faith, Belief and Trust are all words that mean the same thing.  They are not three things; they are the same thing. This is the thing that brings life to us, it is what connects us to Salvation.  First we hear, and then we believe.


This last gift is like the icing on the cake.  It is the gift that ties all these others up in a bow of certainty.  So now we turn to the last free gift – We have been sealed by the Holy Spirit.

I.  Sealed – v. 13


Here is something important to remember.  When any person believes the Gospel, admits their need, and receives Christ by faith, at that moment in time Salvation happens.


We should not think that the gift of salvation is gradually earned.  It was once taught that we can win God’s blessing by becoming better people.  If we would only learn and keep the word of God, or the 10 commandments and the Sermon on the Mount in particular, then it was said, we could move toward Salvation.


Once, I met a messenger for to Jehovah’s Witnesses.  In NY I would walk down to the corner store to buy a Sunday Paper.  Here in Madison, someone drives by and hurls the thing at my door, but in NY I took a walk after getting up early and preparing for the church service.  


This day a Jehovah’s Witness spoke to me.  We talked about Jesus and what it means to be saved.  His message was that we need to keep the kingdom teachings of Jesus so that we might be included in his Kingdom.  I said that I do not agree.  He replied, “I suppose you are one of those who say that Salvation is easy and you get it all at once.”  To which I replied, “Yes!”.  This man was busy witnessing to others, so that he might earn a place in god’s Kingdom – that is what his church teaches.  I was getting ready to meet with the church – not to earn a place, but to Praise God for giving us that place.


So when we believe and receive Christ by faith, we receive all of these gifts of Salvation.  All the gifts we have discussed are given to every believer.  This blessing is a Thanksgiving.  Do you give thanks for what you do not have? No you gibe thanks for what you have been given!


The 11th gift is the Sealing of the Holy Spirit.


He calls the Spirit, the “promised” Holy Spirit.  The age of the Spirit was promised in the Old Testament.  The Prophet Joel predicted it: 
Joel 2:28-29 

    "And it shall come to pass afterward,

        that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;

    your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

        your old men shall dream dreams,

        and your young men shall see visions. 

    [29] Even on the male and female servants

        in those days I will pour out my Spirit.

 
Jesus predicted it as well.  He said to the 12 on the evening of the Last Supper that he would go away, but that we would send another comforter, who would strengthen them and who would remind them of all that Jesus had taught.  It is this spirit who inspired the Apostles to preach the Gospel and to write the books and letters that we call the New Testament.


The Spirit came at Pentecost. And the Spirit continues to arrive.  He arrives to every believer at the moment they who receive Christ.  This is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit – by receiving the Holy Spirit when we believe, we are made new, brought to life and included in the life of God.  It is the Spirit who delivers the gifts of Salvation.  What is more it is the Spirit who lives in our hearts, to apply and develop the gifts that we have.  


It is this overall work of the Spirit in our lives that Paul is talking about.  The Sealing of the Spirit is not some new thing, or an extra experience that a believer can add on later.  The Sealing of the Spirit is a way to talk about the overall work of the Holy Spirit.


We use words like baptize, fill, dwell, enable, gift and intercede to speak of the Holy Spirits work.  Today we speak of it as “sealing”. Now what does the word Sealing tell us? 


What do you take with you every day?  If you are a woman, maybe it is a handbag of some kind.  In a woman’s hand bag are the wonders of the universe and mysteries unknown. So let met talk about men for a moment – because I don’t’ want to speak in ignorance.  Seriously, a woman typically carries everything that a man does, and then more.  So when you get ready to leave the house what do you do?  Here is what I do. I start patting my pockets.  Wallet?  ID? Cash? Keys? Watch? Phone? Ok, I am ready.   

If you walked around in the days of Jesus, you would probably have a staff and a seal.  Have you noticed in Bible pictures everyone seems to be carrying a staff?  Shepherds had them.  Travelers had them.  If you have a nativity, Joseph had one; he was a carpenter.  It was useful for walking and for self defense and for moving sheep around.  You would also have around your neck on a string a seal of some kind.  With this you could stamp your mark on a letter or document.  

The seal was used to demonstrate ownership.  If you wrote a letter, you would roll it up, put some candle wax on it and impress it with your seal.  That was the only way to check for ownership.  


The Holy Spirit has marked us.  We are not talking about an external mark.  Some think this sealing refers to Baptism.  No, we are talking about how God looks at us.  His seal is the presence of the Holy Spirit.  If we have the Spirit, we are marked as his possession.


The seal also offered protection.  We label our things so other people do not take them.  When you go to the airport, it is a good idea to have a name on your suitcase.   Otherwise someone else will get your stuff.  So it is that God marks us as his possession.  No one else can claim ownership of us.  The Lord has marked us; We belong to him.


Why is this important?  Here is why.  Do you ever wonder if you are loved by God?  Or do you wonder if perhaps you are not good enough to be a Child of the King?  Or do you feel bad after something you did that was not right and wonder if you Salvation has been revoked?


You are sealed with the Holy Spirit.  So think of your life.  Can you answer these questions with a yes, or even one or two with a yes.

· Did your life change when you received Christ?

· Have you known the peace and joy of the Savior?

· Do you show any of the fruit of the spirit?

· Do you have a gift that you use in the Church?

· Has there been progress in becoming more like Christ?

· Do you enjoy the word of God and the singing of Praise to God?

· Have you felt unease with something you do that you should leave behind?  That is often the work of the Spirit, moving us forward.
II.  Guarantee – v. 14

Verse 13 speaks of the sealing of the Holy spirit, and v. 14 add that he is a guarantee.


“…who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory.”

The Holy Spirit is a Seal of Ownership and Protection for the present.  He is also a Guarantee of what will be in our future.


Deposit:  You talk to someone who has a car for sale.  You decide to buy it, but you are not in the habit of carrying around thousands of dollars.  So you make a deposit.  You give $100 to make sure the seller does not sell it to someone else.  The seller gets $100 to make sure you are coming back.


So the Holy Spirit is God’s deposit.  He is a down payment.  That is to say, when we receive the Holy Spirit in our lives, it is meant to be proof of greater things to come.


Future Riches:  We have been talking of our present riches in Christ in this sermon series.  We currently have access to all of these things.  You might not be aware of what you currently own.  You might not use these gifts actively.  That is to say, they may be yours but unused or neglected.  Even so you have been redeemed, forgiven, adopted and all the rest.


We also have a future.  We know and possess in part, but it will be complete someday.  This is true for all of us.  It is true for all the gifts of God.
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face.

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,

even as I have been fully known.
1 Cor. 13:12

The Love of God is sweet now, but then it will be like an ocean.

The knowledge of God is awesome, but then we will know in full.


The consolation of Christ is strong, but then all tears will be wiped away.


Now we have the promise of eternal life, then we will be living it.


100% Guaranteed:  When we buy some things they come with a satisfaction guarantee.  There is even a pick up truck that you can buy, and if you don’t like it after 90 days you can return it and get your money back.  


Really, there is no 100% Guarantee.  That means, under normal circumstances, it is guaranteed.  But if there is an economic depression, a war a natural disaster so large that they can not keep their guarantee, then that is that.


What about the Lord’s guarantee?  Can you think of anything that would keep us from what he has promised?


If I am unfaithful? - if we are faithless, he remains faithful—



for he cannot deny himself.  2 Tim. 2:13


If there is disaster?  -     For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39
   
   We give thanks at this time of the year because we are grateful for material things – we are happy to have food to eat and work to buy it.   


But let’s also celebrate at Thanksgiving our Spiritual blessings.  “Blessed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.”  We thank God for: Every Blessing, being Chosen, being Adopted, the riches of his Grace, Our redemption and forgiveness, for wisdom and understanding, for knowledge, for an inheritance, for hope, for the Gospel and for the Sealing and Guarantee of the Holy Spirit.


In other words:  Thank you Lord for the Free Stuff! 

