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I call this series "Every Day Advent.   Man and Women have found ways to leave the every day life of people, so that they can find God.  They have become monks or scholars or hermits.  Some abandon their work, because only the work of ministry counts for anything, in their view.


These people share one idea.  It is a wrong idea - if we are to believe the Bible's story.  They have the idea that we need to go looking for God, for religion or for the Spiritual life.  We need to search here and there until we find it.


The Bible says the opposite.  It tells us that we do not need to God to find God, but that he seeks us out.  I will show you today that this is true in Biblical history.  It is true of the Christmas story.  And it continues to be how God works today.



He comes and he calls to us.


When he calls, be sure to listen!

I.  History of Interruption


The bible has many stories of how God interrupted the lives of people.  In the middle of their work, God came and spoke to them, healed them, called them or did something else that interrupted their lives 


I want to look briefly at three of the most important people in the Old Testament and see that their ordinary every day lives were interrupted by God.


Abraham - Genesis 12:1-3


The Story of Abraham begins in Chapter 11.  That is the chapter that begins with the tower of Babel.  Humanity ignored God's call to fill the earth. Instead they gathered in one place to make a great civilization with a monumental tower that would elevate them to the heavens.  God saw the danger and confused their languages, and spread them across the earth.  They had refused to scatter themselves, so God scattered them. 


Later in that chapter we first hear of Abraham,  His father left the city of UR, a city known for it's towers and for the worship of the Sun God.  They left that place and moved to Haran to start a new life.  Like many of our families, we are here in this place because our grandparents, our parents or maybe we ourselves left one place to come here.


So as Abraham's extended family was building up a life, God interrupts.


The Lord speaks to Abraham.  We do not know if Abraham knew of hte Living God before this.  He certainly know the false Gods of the city of UR, he may have known of the gods of the land around Haran.  But now he met and received a call from God - the living God.

“I will make you into a great nation 
and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.”


And so Abraham left that place.  He left his family behind and took his own wife and his nephew lot with him and traveled to the places God led him.  We have no hint that Abraham and Sarah were looking for God, or were setting out to live an unusual life.  It was God who arrived to them and who changed their lives.  It was also through Abraham that God changed the history of the world.


And, by the way, Abraham was a shepherd.


Moses - Exodus 3:1-4


The story of Moses is found in the book of Exodus.  The first interruption of his life was nearly tragic.  The king of Egypt was angry at how God seemed to bless the descendants of Abraham.  He decided to kill all the boy children at birth.   Moses mother saved him by putting him in a basket in the Nile river.  There his life was again interrupted. A princess going to bathe found the baby and decided to adopt it as her own. So Moses was raised in the court of the king.  There was a third interruption, when Moses decided to attack the injustice of the Pharaoh by force - he killed a slave driver, and in fear he had to run into the wilderness.  There he met Jethro, a priest and a shepherd, and he met his wife. There he lived for several decades, watching sheep and goats in the wilderness.


Then in Exodus 3 he is drawn aside by a strange sight.  There is a bush, common to the desert which is on fire.  but as he came close, he saw that it burned but was not consumed.  Then the Lord called to him from that bush.


"Moses! Moses!"


And Moses said, "Here I am."


God then called Moses to leave his sheep and his goats, and to go back to Egypt, and this time with the power of God, to deliver his people from the power of the King of Egypt.


So Abraham went from the wilderness, to the temple courts again.  His life of quiet work in the back country was over.  He emerged into the history of the world.


And Moses was a shepherd, and he became a shepherd of a nation.


David - I Samuel 16


Now we come to the time of Saul, king of Israel.  He was unfaithful to the Lord, so the Lord had a plan to replace him with a new King.  The Lord sent Saul to a certain man's house.  Here is this house, he would find the future king of Israel - and when he did, he was to anoint him and declare him to be God's choice to replace Saul.


God sent Samuel to the house of Jesse, who lived in Bethlehem. One by one, from oldest to youngest, he sons of Jesse were brought to Samuel.  Several of them seemed to be good candidates as far as Samuel could see.  But God told him that "Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart."  After seven sons passed by, none of them were chosen.  It appeared that Jesse was out of sons, but when Samuel asked, he said, that there was one more son.  He was the youngest, and was currently out watching the sheep.


Samuel said to send for him, and that they would wait until he got there.  When t he 8th son arrived, David was his name, God said, "Rise and anoint him. He is the one."  So David was chosen to be the future king.


Now here was David watching sheep.  He was a good shepherd, later he would tell how he had to defeat bears and wolves with his weapons.  But he was not looking to be a King, God looked for him.


So we see Abraham, Moses and David were all interrupted in their lives by God.  They were not looking to become heroes of the bible.  They were living ordinary lives of farmers and shepherds.  God interrupted their lives, called them,  and they accepted God's call.


And, by the way, they were all shepherds.

II. Shepherds Interrupted - Luke 2:8-20


With this history in mind, let's turn to the Christmas story.  Luke 2 is the chapter everyone reads as Christmas.  We pick up the story at verse 8


Minding their business - So there were shepherds who were living in the fields with their sheep.  This is a seasonal issue.  From spring to fall the shepherds would take their sheep out to pasture, and they would live outside with them.


Shepherds had to be busy at times, and alert all the time.  Every day the sheep would need water to drink, and the shepherds would guide them to water.  Every day they needed to eat, and so the shepherds had to be aware of where there was grass for them to eat.  From time to time, they might have to tend to injuries to the sheep, which would happen often enough as they were out on the hill sides with branches and rocks.  Then at night they would take turns keep watch.  There were a number of wild animals that would like nothing more than to turn the sheep into supper.  There were wolves, bears, lions and even hyenas.  The shepherd would have a long staff, and a shorter club.  They might also be armed with a sling.  With these weapons they had the task of defending the sheep.


What if a lamb was lost?  Well, that was a loss of wool, or meat or milk for the future.  If the shepherd was hired to watch other's sheep, he would need to make up the loss.


All of this was going on, as he had gone on in these hills back to the days when David was watching sheep in the same area.  Generation after generation, shepherds watched, then their sons did, and then their sons.
There was nothing more ordinary, and nothing more routine.


When out of the darkness there appeared an Angel.    We have no physical description of angels.  I can not tell you what they look like.  What I can say is that everyone who meets one falls to the ground or trembles with fear.  I do not think that Angels look like cute little children - as they are often portrayed on Christmas Cards.  I think that they look a bit more like a soldier than a child.  They radiate power and authority.


This angel tells them that a child is born to them - he has been born in the city of David.  This child is he Messiah - the king who is to be born out of David’s family.  He is the Lord and he is a Savior.


Then, a larger number of angels join the first one.  The word for company also sounds like a military unit - a division or a brigade of angels come to sing or chant their song of Glory to God and Peace on earth.


For a moment the shepherds forget that they and their fathers and grandfathers always watched sheep and never left them alone.  They left their sheep alone and hurried over to the town, not that far away, and they found what the Angel said. A Mother and father in a stable, and a baby, wrapped up and set in a feeding trough to sleep.


How long did they stay?  We don't know.  What did they talk about?  I am sure they talked about angles and babies.   When all this was done, the shepherds were off again.


Where were they going now?  Back to the sheep?  No, they forgot the sheep a little longer and they went spreading the news.  Bethlehem was not that big of a place.  They stated telling everyone they met what had happened.  It was just too exciting to keep it to themselves.

Everyone who heard this was amazed.  It was not just the shepherds who were interrupted; it was the whole town of David.


Eventually they got back to their sheep.  Let's assume that the Lord kept watch over them on this night.  These men who had seen angels and a baby in a feeding trough did not quit their work.  After this one night of wonders, they returned to their work.  But they were different.  They were still shepherds, but that was not all they were.  They were witnesses to the work of God.


  God interrupts lives.  When people were going their business, God interrupts.  When they were watching sheep, and maybe telling stories to keep the boredom away, God interrupted their lives and changed everything.

III. What can we learn from this story?


1.  God seeks us; we don’t seek God.  Salvation does not come from us.


Spirituality in our day is a seeking and a looking for something that can satisfy our questions.  Why are we here? What is our purpose?  Who can help us?  Religion is often our own effort to find God.

In the Gospel God comes to us.  The direction is from Heaven to earth, not from earth to Heaven.


You are here today because God interrupted your life. Someone shared the Good News of Jesus with you. Was it your parent, a friend or a stranger?  but your life as a Christian began because God brought his word to you.


2.  When God speaks, listen.  In all the examples I shared with you today, those who heard the words of God listen and obeyed. Abraham left his family.    Moses left his goats and sheep.  David left his sheep to be king.  The shepherds left their sheep so they could see the Savior.

What would have happened if the Shepherds had simply stayed with the sheep?  Would the Gospel have failed?  No.  God would have accomplished what he started.  But if the shepherds did not hear and obey, they would not have shared in this event.  We would not sing Gloria at Christmas, but Christ would still be Savior.


What has the word of God said to you recently?  Have you been listening?


3.  Serve where you are.  It is not God’s plan to make us all pastors!   The shepherds remained shepherds.  They watched sheep.  They did their work with a new point of view.  "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord and not for man.”  Col 3:23  

When God interrupts our lives, he also makes us witnesses to his work    

 "[they] returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told."  Lk 2:20
