A Second Chance
Ezra 1:1-5

1/2/2011


Everyone needs a second chance.  


The football player, Michael Vick, went to jail for badly mistreating dogs that he raised to fight other dogs.  He lost his job as a quarterback for the Atlanta Falcons.  He went to prison.  Many people thought he had no chance to start over.  Other people thought he should not be able to start over.


Michael Vick got a second chance – he is now the quarterback for the Philadelphia Eagles.  They are going to the playoffs and he is starting in the Pro Bowl.  He not only got a second chance, he is making the most of it.


We have started a new year.  Many of you made some goals for this year – maybe it is to get exercise, or maybe to get a better job, or maybe to quit a bad habit.   


The New Year gives us a second chance, but most of us discover that it is no easier in the New Year to change our lives than it was in the old year.  Most people quit before they reach their goals.


Which story will be your story?  Will you take your second chance and start over?  Or will you let your second chance get away?


Turn with me to the book of Ezra - We are going to read the first five verses.

I.  Second Chances –


The Bible has many second chances in it.  When Adam and Eve sinned they did not die.  They went through spiritual death.  Yet, God came to them and made them a promise.  He said to them that they would have to work with sweat and thorns.  He said that Eve would give birth with pain and hardship.  But he also said that in the future, one of their descendants would defeat the serpent who had deceived them.  God gave them hope.


Later, God looked down on the earth and saw that all people were living evil and violent lives.  He called Noah to build a large boat.  All those years while Noah was building the ark, he was warning the people that they should turn from their evil ways.  They did not listen.  Then the rains came and only Noah, his family and the animals in the ark survived.  Noah had a second chance to start the world correctly.

Later, Abraham’s descendants went to live in Egypt.  Things went well for many years until the King put them all into slavery.  For many years the people called out to God to rescue them.  Finally God sent Moses, and after sending many plagues, they were set free from Egypt.  God gave them a second chance – and he had Moses lead them to the Promised Land.


But this group grumbled and rebelled against Moses and against God.  So God told them they had to walk in circles in the desert for 40 years.   Only Moses and Caleb who were over 20 years of age would live to see the promised land.  Everyone else had to die in the desert.  So that generation lost thie second chance.  Their children, after 40 years, did enter the Land with Joshua as their leader.


I could go on, but you see that God offers to us Second Chances.

II. The Second Chance in Exile –


In the book of Ezra and Nehemiah, we have the history of the Second Chance that Israel got.


Let me explain what happened.  God gave second chances, and the people kept choosing their own way instead of the way of God.


When Joshua brought Israel into the Promised Land,  that was a Second Chance.  They took over the land and divided among the 12 tribes.  The Lord said to them, that if they kept his ways, he would bless them. If they ignored God’s instructions, he would punish them. If it got real bad, he would remove them from the Promised Land, and send them into the other nations around them.
Here is the pattern of Israel’s history.


Second Chance



Rebellion




Warnings





Destruction






Slavery.


Israel got a second Chance under Joshua.  But they soon rebelled.  They did not completely take control of the land, and they began to make friends with their enemies and to follow their customs.   Soon they were breaking God’s laws.  They did not worship God with all their hearts.  They did not love their neighbors.  They became selfish.


God sent warnings to them.  For almost 1000 years the people kept rebelling, and god would keep warning them.  Sometimes the people listened, sometimes they did not.


Finally it got so bad that God sent in their enemies to punish them.  The 10 Northern tribes of Israel were defeated by Assyria.  Assyria took the people away and added new people to that land, so they neither knew God nor belonged to God.


Then about 100 years after that, God sent the nation of Babylon against Judea.  Babylon defeated them, and took over the country.  They took the people and sent them back to Babylon to be slaves of the King.  


So Israel had a second chance, then they rebelled.  God warned them, but they did not listen.  Finally god sent Destruction and slavery.

Every Person who hears the Gospel gets a Second Chance

We are born into slavery.  Sin is more powerful than the kings of Egypt and of Babylon.  It is more powerful than the army, navy and air force of the United States.  Sin keeps us as a hostage, and it finally defeats us with death.


God offers a second chance.  If you hear about Jesus, and if you receive him by trusting in him, you can have new life, and a new start.  But many of us start with saying yes to “new life” but then we say no to God.  We do not keep his instructions, we rebel.  We disobey.  We ignore the warnings of the bible and of the Holy Spirit.  Sin gets strong in our lives and we end up as a slave to sin.  


You may try to escape sin, but you can not.


 God always offers a second chance.  

Lets look again at Ezra 1.  (Read verse 1-5)

First God moved the King of Persia.   The nation Persia took power away from Babylon.  Soon after that, Cyrus the  King of Persia issued an decree.  He gave permission for anyone who wanted to return to Jerusalem, and further he would give them the resources they needed to rebuild the temple there.


This is amazing, because Cyrus did not believe in the true God.  The Persians had their own gods.  However, Cyrus believed that his kingdom would be more stable if the people were happy.  He know they would ranter live at home and worship their own way. So he gave them permission.


You could say that he did it for politics.  The Bible says that God caused him to do it.


Second God moved in the hearts of the people.  See in verse 5 – it says “everyone whose hart God moved prepared to go up and build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem.”


Now the rest of Ezra and Nehemiah tell the story of this Second Chance.  The books of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi also come from this period.  In this sermon series we will be listening to what Haggai and Malachi said to the people.  We want to learn from them how to start over.


Now, today, God is offering a second chance.


Are you caught in the slavery of sin?  Maybe you have a habit that you can hot control.   Maybe your life is only work and trouble, there is no joy.  Maybe you are aware of your guilt and you feel shame.


The Gospel is for you.  God says to all people – turn away from your life, and turn toward Jesus.  Receive from him new life, a second chance.  Receive from him forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  


Will you do this today?  Why should you wait.


This is a word for Bethany Church.  We are beginning a reconstruction of our church.  We have decided to stay here and to repair our building.  If you want to see why we need repairs, take a look at the missing panels in the hallway by the office.  So we are trying to raise the money to pay for this.  I believe that the Lord will provide, if we obey his voice – If you and I are faithful with our giving, he will be faithful with the rest.


I also believe that there is more to our renovation than the building.  I believe that God calls us to renew our commitment to Him in our families, in our friendships, in our commitment to the ministry of Bethany.  We will be working on these things for 2011 and for the years after that.


Whatever God has moved you to do, you should do.
